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. 8 5 ELF. Defence is the firſt Prinz 


ciple of the Law of Nature, the 


next Place to conſcious Virtue and Innocence. 


An Attack upon moral Gbaracter is always 


found to awaken the utmoſt Attention, and to 


excite the keeneſt Grief and Reſentment ; in. 


ſomuch that a meek and tame Submiſſion to 


Attacks of this Kind is naturally and unider- 


fally conſtrued to be a Symptom of 


allt or 
ef a moſt abject and — 


This 


Right of every Man; and extends 
z itſelf to every thing that is dear 
and valuable to a Man: And 

of all that is thus ſaered and in- 
violate, moral Character juſtly challenges the 
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lowing Sheets. 

If we may but for-the. preſent only ſuppoſe, 
that it is no Impoſiibility in Nature, for a Paun- 
broker to be an honeſt-and virtuous Man, the 
Reader may judge what Grief and Concern muſt 
ſeize him, upon reading the following printed 
Vote; viz. That Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill jor more efjectually preventing the receiv- 
ing. fioten- Goods, by regulating the - Pawns 
breters ;- which may be thought to imply, that 
Pawn-brokers are the chief and ping ipal Re- 
cervers of ſtolen Goods. 

A Receiver of ſtolen G 2 knowing or ſu- 
ſpecting them to be ſuch, is a Character ſo vile 
and deteſtable, that Words cannot aggravate, 
nor can any Puniſhment well exceed its De- 
metit. 3 +. # * ＋ 

But the more Back * * 1 PA 
more extenſive. any Charge is, the more ſolid, 
clear, and convincing, aught to be the Proofs 
upon which it is ſupported. 

As LI. intend this 8 a general Vindication of 
5 8 Buſimeſs of — g, I ſhall confder- 
this important-Objection in its proper Place, 
amongſt other the moſt material Objections 
that have, or can be, raiſed againſt the Biſineſs 


or Proeſeſian. Before 1 Res to the W. * 
ment, I Would premiſe, 


1. That 1 do not pretend te to vindicate the 


Prackices of all who -call- themſelves Pœun- ph: ; 


lauer ſor there are many ranked under te 
ee Name, Whon We lun. e e RE 
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(6 72 1 
and utterly diſclaim: 83 thinking our 
Buſineſs prodigiouſly gainful, if they have 


but 
a little Money, take in Pledges; and, for want 


of Caution and Experience, commit 
Overſights and Indiſcretions; the Reproach 
-whereof terminates upon the whole Bulſinels. 
Nor will I undertake to vindicate the Practices 
of all who were regularly initiated into Buſineſs, 
by ſerving an Apprenticeſhip to it: And herein 
we are but upon a Level with all other Pro- 
feſſions; for, I believe, there is no Man ſo par- 
tial to his own Buſineſs, as not to fee and con- 
demn the Male- practices of ſome of his own 
_ Profeſſion, It is therefore, for this and many 
other Reaſons, greatly to be wiſhed, hat a 
cool, ſedate, and impartial Inquiry ſhouſd be 
made; and a wWholſome, rational, and ſalutary 
Regulation of this Buſineſs ſhould take place, 
by which it might be render'd more ſaſe and 


-honourable to thoſe that follow it, and mere 


uſeful and beneficial to the Public. The P- 
Hroters deſire nothing ſo much; and, if the'7̃ 
may but hope to be heard without Paſſion ant 
Prejudice, may perhaps be the moſt able to 

give Light into a Deſign or Scheme of ſuch a 
2. That as ſome Parts of the following A 
gument do admit of Proof by Figures, we ſhall, 
in thoſe Places, appeal to our Reader's Skill in 
Arithmetic; which, ſurely, no Force of Pre- 
judice [unleſs it ſhould rife up to Phrenſy, or 
Fnunatieiſm) will be able to deſtzoy : But, as ko 
thoſe Particulars, 


that do not admit of figura- 


ö tire 


( 4) 


* or mathematical Demonſtration, our r Reader 
muſt be content with Arguments drawn from 
Facts, Probability, and Analogy; and theſe will 
fatisfy every judicious and honeſt Inquirer as 
to thoſe Things, which do not in their own 
Nature admit of any Oy: Medium of 
a 7 


5 1 
W E begin this Section with the following 
Poſtulate. 
bat it is no Crime or Immorality, nar any 
Ofence againſt the Laws of the Land, to receive 
£ Pledge or Pawn (as a Security for Money 
lent) from the lawful Owner, or from one de- 
puted by the lawful Owner ; or, to the beſt of our 
Fnowlege, from ſuch Perſon ; to reſtore: it un- 
diminiſh'd, and, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
undamag ed, upon i i the Demand of ſuch Proprietor, 
gr. the Perſon who had been deputed by ſuch Pro- 
prietor to pledge the ſame, upon Re-payment of 
the Money, for the Security whereof juch Pledge 
or Pawn as depoſited : And further, that it is 
mot unreaſonable or unfit to receive ſome Pre- 
mium or Profit, for having ſupplied a Perſon 
with Money at all reajonable Hours, and in ſuch 
Proportion as his Neceſſity might require. 
As no. reaſoning Creature can refuſe this 
Peftulate, we take it for granted; and ſhall | 
proceed next $0 inquire, what the loweſt Pre- 
Fun (in che. Nature * Reaſon of Things) : 
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may be; which a Pawn-broker muſt and ought 
to receive for the Time, Labour, N | 
Skill, and Fortune, which his Buſineſs requires. 
For this Purpoſe, T ſhall humbly ſubmit the 
| followin g Propol ſitions to Confideration: 


1. That to lend One hundred, or One 441. | 
and Fifty Pounds, upon Four hundred or Five 
hundred diftintt and d. ferent Pledges, will tale 
up Four hundred times the Quantity of Time 
and Trouble, that will be required to lend the 
Same Sum upon one ſingle Pledge. . Suppoſing 
therefore it may take a Broker but Ten Minutes 
lo examine the Nature of the Commodity, and to 
inquire as to Property, &c. I believe it will be 
found, that a Week's Ti zme will be pretty well 
employed in lending Money upon Four or Five 
hundred different. Pledges, allowing him to at- 
tend Buſineſs Fifteen Hours in the Day; for he 
will not, in the whole Week, (Sundays excepted} 
| have above 7. wenty Hours to ſpare for the com- 

mon Offices of Life. But, ſuppojing he ſhould have 

very near as many Pledy es to re-deliver, befides 
keeping Books for regula: Entries; folding Goods 
in ſuch a Manner, as may beſt preſerve them, 
placing them in fach Order in his Warehouſes,” . 
that they may be found at a Minute's Warning, 
and keeping thoſe Warehouſes in Order, will re- 
quire more Hands than bis own to execute. It 
No therefore be reaſonably ſuppoſed,” _ * 


II. That 2 a Perſon cantag — Ai 
B 2 85 as 1· ought to be done, <uithour the Help 


F 
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of Two Servants af lraſt; and, if #heſe are, one 
$4 both, ** rneymen, Wages muſt be paid as tel 
a they boarded ; and, * both = in ces, the 
utter i 15 1 of Cuurſe 


2 


UI. Sußpe a Perſon thus 8 From 
Meet io Week ping « Pn the Year, it will follow, 
that be cannot be at Leiſure to attend any other 


By ec for the Support of BN and Family. 


IV. 7 Tf this ſhould prove a pretty near Calcu- 
lation of the Number of Pledges, which are (in 
common) received for the Sum mentioned; it is 
«eofy to conceive, that much Warehouſe-room is 
required, a H ouſt larger than ordinary abſolutely 
neceſſary; and, I ſuppoſe, proportional Rent and 
Taxes will be "thought as neceſſary : Tt alſo Hol- 
lows, f hat the Pawn-brokers really do, what the 
Charitable Corporation on 14. * zo; (viz.) 

Supply the Poor with ft fool ums; for, if Four 
or Five hundred different Pledges are received 
for the Sum of One hundred or Ont hundred and 
| was 5 'y Pounds, the Sums cannot be very large. 


V. If a Man of this Buſmeſsi is fmgle,” be can- 
not poffibly do without a Maid. ſervant to do the 


 Bujineſs of the Houſe"; and ſuch Servant mu 
85 750. and Wages... ſ * 


VI. He may find it convenient, or > neceſſary, 
to marry;-and, I take it for granted, may lay 
claim is the *,ommen and undeniable Right of 
ny Man.” T. ſuppoſe; he and bis Family can 
No 


Un) - 
nu more live without Food, Roiment, and d Plyſie, 4 
than other People. Z 


vn. If he has Children, they muſt be fed, 
cloathed, educated, and put out into the World, 


as well as thoſe of other. Men : And a'Pown- . 


broker is as much obliged as any other Man, by 
the Law of Nature, be of bis C . fo ow”; 
form this ing:fpenfible Duty. 8 54 TY * 


VIII. Laſtly, He is obliged to contribute his 
Proportion 9 — the. Support Y Conran 
and the public Expence. | 


Theſe Propoſitions are maſt; if not 40 of 
them, ſelf-evident ; o attempt a. Proof of 
them would be an Affront to my Reader Un- 


derſtanding: I ſhall therefore draw a few Co- 


rollaries, which neceſſarily follow from tem: As, 
Firſt, That a Pawn-broker muſt, at leaſt, 
be allowed to make ſuch Advantages by. his. 
Buſineſs, as may enable him to pertorm what 
is mentioned in the foregoing Propoſitions. 
We have ſeen already, that he cannot attend 
any other Buſineſs for the Support of himſelf 
= Family ; and if his whole Time, Thought, 
Labour, Skill, and Fortune, is hereby-ingro(-' - 
ſed, he may reaſonably expect Suſtenance _ bs 
it ; it being the Ordinance and Appointment 
of Gop, That Man ſhould live by his Labour. 
Seeondly, J infer, that thoſe Perſons muſt be 
_ guilty of moſt flagrant Injuſtice and ones” 
ome 


Laws 


lion, who (by taking Aa of 


* 


1 (895 
Laws hereafter to be mention'd) betrow 
Money of a Pawn-broker,. and, upon Re- 
payment thereof, will not allow him ſuch a 
Profit or Premium, as we ſhall preſently prove 
indifpenſibly neceſſary, to enable him to diſ- | 
charge the Obligations mentioned in the fore- 
going Propoſitions. = 5 
This muſt needs be a complicated Crime; 
for, if it be a Sin or Vice, by our Words, 
Actions; or Omiſſions, to act, or ſpeak; to con- 
tradict or counteract the Truth of any known 
Propoſition whatever; or, in other Words, To 
act a Lye *, in which the very formal Nature 
of Vice conſiſts; what an aggravated Offence 
muſt it be, to counteract the Truth of ſo many 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions ! : oP 
Let Perſons, thus acting, place themſelves in 
our ſtead; ſenſible of the conſtant unavoidable 
Charge we are at for Rent, Servants, and, per- 
haps, a growing Family; willing, by our La- 
bour and Induſtry, to make ſome ſmall Pro- 
viſion againſt old Age, and to put our helpleſs 
Children (who may have no other Refource) 
into ſome tolerable Way of beginning the 
World: Would not ſuch Perſons think them 
ſelves cruelly treated, to be obliged to accept 
fach a Reward for their Labour, as would not 
go above One third, or Half-way, towards 
defraying their neceſſary Charge ? Again, If it 
is right and fit for any one Man to treat us in 


* Vide Rel. of N ture delineated, Se. I. Propo/itions 3, 4; 


£8 bY 
this 


(9) | 
this-Manner, it is right and fit for every Man 
to do ſo: And What — be the Conſequence, 
but that we muſt neceſſarily wrong our Cres 
ditors, not pay our Rent, and other juſt De- 
mands Mankind may have upon us, commence 
Bankrupts, and throw our Families upon the 
Pariſh ? Certainly our moſt inveterate Rents . 
will not ſay this is right and fit! 

Thirdly, What Monſters of Iniquity muſt 
thoſe be, who (under the Authority and Co- 
lour of the Law) lay Snares. to oppreſs and 
plunder one of this Buſineſs, for only getting 
ſuch a Profit by his Buſineſs, as may enable 
him to diſcharge the Obligations mentioned in 
the foregoing Propoſitions! 0 

We go on to the main Point, (vis, ) To find | 
out (if poſſible) what Premium or Profit. may, 
in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, be ſuit- 
able and fit for a Pawn-broker to receive, in 
Conſideration of his Labour, Time, Skill, and ; 
Fortune. And here it will be neceſſary to 
ſtate and vindicate the Terms upon which we 
follow Buſineſs at preſent : For this Purpoſe , 
ſhall tranſcribe a Paſſage from a public Paper, 
publiſhed about Fourteen Years ago, in which 
the Pawn-brokers. fairly and juſtly yindicated 
themſelves from the falſe and vile Aſperſions, 
caſt upon them by the then Charitable Corpo- 
ration, who were, at that Time, endeavour- 
ing to eſtabliſh themſelves upon our Ruins; but 
were ſhamefully defeated, and afterwards. fal- 


J * vid. Daily Poſt- Boy, April 26, 751. | *: | 
1 Hlled 
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filled and-accompliſhed, to the Hurt and Ruin 
of many Families, what the Pawn-brokers had 
predicted : But it has happened to the Paten- 
brokers, as the wiſe Solomon long ago obſerved, 
Eecleſ. i IX. 14, 15, 16. There was a little City, 
and few Men within it ; and there came a great 
King againſt it, and befieged it, and built great 
Bulwarks again it : Now-there was found in 
1 it a poor wiſe Man, and he by his Wiſdem deli- 
| vered the City; yet. no Man remembered that 
ame poor Man. Then jaid I, Wiſdom is better 
3 than Strength: nevertheleſs (or altho) the poor 
Man : Wiſdem is deſpiſed, and bis Words are not 

hear 

The Paſſage is as follows; (viz.) © I ſhall 

only propoſe the Two following Queſtions : 

Ee C6 Fir, Whether my Time and Labour does 
not intitle me to as good a Reward as other 
Mien receive? 

* Secondly, Whether my having been ſub- 

*« jected to the Will and Profit of another, for 

the Term of Seven Years, may not deſerve 
<< ſome Conſideration, as well as the un 
of other Men? 

I humbly conceive, theſe Two are the 
principal moral Gr ounds upon which a Tradeſ- 
% man thinks he has a Right to make con- 
* fiderable Advantages of his Money in Trade, 
above what he can make of it by putting 
« it out to Intereſt, Now if it has been ge- 
 *<-nerally allowed, that this is an equitable 
« Way of judging, in relation. to Trade in 
« general; it remains, that a Reaſon be given, 


cc « why 


* 


*« why I may not lay claim to a Benefit; 
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« which all the reſt of Man kind efteem their 


&c 
Kc 


juſt Right? Perhaps ſome profound 'Rea- 


ſoner will reply; But I am a fair Trader, 


and you are not: I hope his {tiling himſelf 


Fe fair, and me unfair, will paſs for nothing, 


£c 
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till our Actions are compared, and an im- 
partial Judgment formed from them, and 
not from Words. THE 

For which End, ſuppoſe I lend a Perſon 
Twenty Shillings upon a Pledge this Day; 
this Perſon redeems his Goods To-morrow 
(or he may let them lie a Month, if be pleaſes); 
expect Six-pence Profit for my Time, 
Trouble, and laying out my Money ;: for 
this I am charged with getting 800 per Cent. 
Profit per Annum: Now a fair Trader lays 
out Twenty Shillings, ſells his Goods again 
for ready Money, (it may be the ſame Day) 
gets One Shilling, and fays he-gets but Five 


fer Cent.; whereas reckon his Profits per 


Annum, and they will amount to 1600 per 
Cent, : My Judgment is . required as much 
to examine what I lend my Money upon, 
as his is to inquire the Worth of the Com- 
modity he buys; my Money is as truly diſ- 
burſed as his; and it takes me up as much 


Thought and Time to lend Twenty Shil- 
lings, as it does him to lay out Twenty Shil- 


lings. N. 

If any Tradeſman in London buys Goods 
with ready Money To-day, and ſells them 
tor ready Money To-morrow, I aſk, whe- 
9 C 2 « ther 


oc 


cc 
4 


0 
cc 


cc 


< what Lofles I am liable to; nor is it proper 


_ to ' 1 
acquaint every one with them, unlets I 


1 


cc 
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4 ther it would trouble his Conſcience, if he 
4 
* 
te. 
«c- 


got Six-pence per Pound P | 
Profit, - whi 
* „en If * ſuch Paten d — 
found, let him ca the firſt 3 1 
3 he has Security in his Band . Joe 
— as I. But here the fair Trader objects, 
bd never make bad Debts; you have ahoa | 
more than double Security in your Hands : 7 
_ _—_ to contraci bad Debts, and meet 
2 ſec, which you are not liable to. Ir 
nſwer to this, I ſay, You do gp Hey 


had a Mind to increaſe them. 


gut more particularly to anſwer this Ob 


jection — I allow, 

. „you meet with 

— in Trade, and it is uncertain — 
may loſe in a Year's Trading: But 


- P | 
erſons May, from a Courſe of Vears, come 
7 


to a general Calculation of their Loſſes, one 


Year wi 
r with another ; and, I believe, it is a 


general Rule with Tradeſmen, to allow ſo 


* mu 

. ch a Year for bad Debts : Now, let any 

RT 7 
c 
cc 

c 


Tradeſman ſubtract this fro 5 

4 ; _ venture to — e wt 

_ uppoſing us to have an equal Sum of 

;- ney in Trade, and to return our 8 
ten. FIG 

«New I. will ingenuoufly (> "Rt 

my yo fits in general — I ION 
Pounds capital Stock in Trade; I 


return this Twice in 
5 Twice in a Year, which amounts 


to Six thouſand Pounds a Year Returns; I 
* can. 


7 


Fe) 


1 can make appear by my Books, where I ſet 
don daily my Returns, and the Profit that 
_ «Day's Return. yields me, that at an Average 
do not make above Nine per Cent. Profit 
* of all my Returns, by Deliveries and Sales: 
« To explain this a little more particularly; I 
„ deliver, it may be, in a Day, ſome Things 
that have lain but One Month in my Hands; 
* here is but Two and a half per Cent. Profit, 
« or, in Sums, not quite Two per Cent.; others, 
* that have been Three, Four, Five, Six, or 
Twelve Months, &c. Conſequently, I ſome- 
« times do not get Twelve-pence in the Pound, 
« ſometimes Eighteen-pence, and perhaps (tho' 
« rarely) Two shillings; but, take one Day 
« with another, one Month with another, I. 
* will prove (by my Books, or upon Oath) 
„ the Truth of what I have juſt now aſſerted, @ 
% ig. That I do not at moſt make above 
Nine per Cent. Profit, upon all the Returns 
„ make in a Year: The Amount whereof 
« 1s Five bundred and Forty Pounds per Annum, 
*© upon Three thouſand Pounds capital Stock in 
Trade: Out of this is to be deducted my 
« Loſſes, the Intereſt my Money would pro- 
«- duce out of Trade, and the Expences I muſt 
* neceſſarily be at in negotiating Buſineſs; and 
as to theſe, let it be conſider d, that Two- 
« thirds, at leaſt, of the Monies J return, is in 
,«« Sums under Twenty Shillings, and any one 
may caſily perceive the Numbers of Parcels 


and Perſons I muſt have to do with. Muſt 
1229. 5 | 5 ec not 
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e not this require ſeveral Servants, conſtant 
. Attendance, and daily Care and Fatigue? 


«© Now, deduct One hundred and F ifty Pounds 


for the Intereſt of my Money; and J am cer- 
tain no conſiderate Perſon can allow much 


leſs than One hundred and Fifty Pounds more 
for the neceſſary Charges I am at in nego- 


tiating Buſineſs; there remains but TWO 


hundred and Forty Pounds to anſwer all 
Lofles, to keep myſelf, and thoſe of my Fa- 
mily that are not concerned in Buſineſs, and 
to lay up for Poſterity. Monſtrous Accu- 
mulation! Suppoſing I had but One thouſand 
Pounds in Trade, my Profit would hardly 
amountto One hundred and Eighty Pounds 


per Ann.; and what that will do, as to the 


Charges of Buſineſs, and keeping a Family in 


the City of London, every one knows: But 
it is manifeſt there are Multitudes of Tradeſ- 
men in London, whoſe Stocks do not exceed, 
if amount to, One thouſand Pounds, wha 


live-genteelly, and lay up Money : Can they 


do this with One hundred and Eighty Pounds 
per Ann.? If they cannot, whoſe Profits 
mult be largeſt ? pe 


„It will ſuffice to anſwer a comming Para- 


cc 
c«c- 
-< 
| bF 


* 


dox in what I have aſſerted, that One thou- 


ſand Pounds in Trade (allowing us to gain 


after the Rate of Thirty per Cent. per Ann. 


for ſmall, and Twenty per Cent. per Ann. 

for large Sums) will not produce above One 

e and Eighty Pounds per Ann.; if it 
40 be 


(1s). 
te be but conſidered, that One third Part of our 
© Stock in Trade, namely what has lain ahove 
© Twelve or Fifteen Months, pays no Intereſt 
ce at all; for every Pawn-broker knows, that not 
© One Parcel in Ten is redeem'd, after it has 
* been ſo long time in our Hands: And I 
&« ſhall give a Demonſtration by-and-by, that 
e even Plate, the moſt certain Commodity we 
« deal in, will not pay us Twelve per Cent. 
« per Ann. for the Time we keep it; which is 
« Two Years at leaſt,” i er 

Here it is granted, that, upon the preſent 
Scheme of our Buſineſs, it is uſual for ſmall 
Pledges to take after the Rate of Thirty per 
Cent. per Ann.; and the Reaſon why a Broker 
can't do it for leſs, and get a living Profit by 
his Buſineſs, is this — We, having no limited 
Time for ſelling Pawns, are obliged (for fear 
of Law-ſuits) to keep large and periſhing Stocks 
by us; which dead Part of our Stocks eat up 
and devour a conſiderable Part of the Profit 
ariſing from the live Part of our Stock: And it is 
a common and notorious Practice for knaviſh 
and deſigning People, to let their Goods lie 
Three, Four, or Five Years, without ever com- 
ing to make a Demand of them; on purpoſe, 
that the Pawn-broker ſhould (upon a Preſump- 
tion that the Pledger is either dead, or has no 


Thoughts of redeeming them) venture to fell _,, _ 
them; and ſo to have an Opportunity of ſuing * 


him, and recover whatever extravagant Value 

they pleaſe to ſet upon them: This is almoſt. 

daily practis'd, and not a little encourag'd, in 
| the 


(16) 
the Courts of Law; and there have been ſome 
People ſo artfully wicked, as to forſwear their 
Property in their own Goods, ſo becoming 
Evidences for themſelves, and eſcaping Pays 
ment of Coſts, if they are caſt. 

But if litigious People are not univerſally fo 
dexteroufly wicked as this, they are frequently 
ſuch worthleſs Wretches, that a Pawn-broker, 
if (by great good Luck) he gets his Cauſe, can 
have no other Satisfaction for his Coſts of Suit, 
than (if they don't run their Country) to throw 
them into Gaol; which it is hardly worth his 
while to do. The Lawyers very well know, 
that if a Motion was made in Court for Security 
to be given by the Plaintiff for Coſts of Suit, in 
caſe .he ſhould be caſt, it would not be re- 
garded. 

It is this vile and orofligate Part of Mankind, 
aided and abetted by pettifogging Attorneys, Sol 
licitors, Bailiffs, and their Followers, that are the 
People whom (for the moſt part) the Pawn- 
broker is ſo unfortunate as to be engag'd againſt 
in Law-ſuits : Theſe Wretches, having noScru- 
ples as to what they ſay or ſwear, provided it 
may help them to gain their Cauſe ; and being 
Plaintiffs; have the Opportunity of repreſenting 
their Cauſe in what Light ſoever they pleaſe; 
abuſe the Ear of the Court, inflame Juries, and 
carry their Cauſe in Triumph ; whilſt the poor 
Pawn-broker not only loſes his Cauſe, but 
incurs Infamy. 

Now was this Difficulty removed, and was 
a Pawn-broker allow'd by Law to diſpoſe 5 
an 


(17) 
and appropriate to his own Benefit, any Pledge, _ 


after he had kept it a reaſonably limite Time; 
as, upon this Conſideration, he would not be Ck, 


oblig d to keep ſo large a dead Stock upon his 
Hands, nor be liable to expenſive and vexatious 
Law-ſuits, I think he may afford to lend 
ſmall Sums One-third cheaper than is now uſu- 
ally done; provided he is allow'd to take aftet 
the ſame Rate, or whatever he and the Pledger 

can agree upon, (not exceeding the ſame Rate) 
for larger Sums ; and be allow'd One Month's 
Profit certain, tho the Pledge ſhoyld happen to 
be redeem'd that Day, or the next ; which i is not 

Two per Cent. upon the Return, and cannot be 
thought unreaſonable, becauſe the chief Labour 
and Trouble is at the firſt taking of the Pledge, 

This Reduction of the Charge of borrowing 
ſmall Sums would be a great Relief to the ho- 
neſt and induſtrious Poor; who (as. things are 
now fituated) are obliged to pay dearer, on ac- 
countof the wicked and deſigning Part of Man- 
kind. | 
That a Pawn-broter cannot do his Buſineſs 
upon lower Terms than thoſe. propoſed, Tall 
be next demonſtrated. 

We will ſuppoſe one of this Profeſſion mar- 
ried ; and, with his own and his Wife's For- 
tune together, able to put Two thouſand Pounds 
clear into Trade ; w ch, ſurely, is no con- 
temptible Beginning in almoſt any Branch of 
Buſineſs. Now every one knows, that T W- o 
thouſand Pounds, after the Rate of Twenty þ er 


Cent. will produce no more than Four bolded | 
D Pounds 


| (18 ) 

Pounds per Annum, was it to be put out at 
once, and the Intereſt to run on, without Inter- 
ruption, from the Beginning to the End of the 
Year. Butit ſo happensin this Buſineſs, that Imay 
lend a PerſonTen, Twenty, or 'Thirty Pounds ; 
which, in a Month or Two, he repays without 
any Warning ; by which means it may lie uſeleſs 
by me. for another Month or Two. This muſt 
frequently happen of courſe : As an Equivalent 
for which, we muſt ſuppoſe a Broker cannot 
keep leſs than Two hundred Pounds running 
Caſh by him; conſequently has but the net 
Improvement of One thouſand Eight hun- 
dred Pounds, which will amount but to Three 
hundred and Sixty Pounds ; from whence like- 
wiſe muſt be deducted whatever he makes leſs 
than Twenty per Cent. per Annum, Profit upon 
the Goods he may have to ſell, as well as what 
Lofles he may liable to, from the various Cauſes 
hereafter to be mentioned. For the preſent, I 
will only ſuppoſe Forty Pounds to be deducted 
from, Three hundred and Sixty Pounds ;- it will 
then be reduced to Three hundred and Twenty 
Pounds. What this will do towards the Support 
of a Family, and laying up for Poſterity, we 
ſhall ſee preſently : For which Purpoſe I will 
lay before my Reader the following Table of 
Calculation, made by the ingenious “ Mr, Van- 
derlint, of the neceſſary Charges of a middling 
Tradeſman's Femily in the City of London. f 
will tranſcribe a Paſſage from this Author, 


A Walnſcot-Merchant. Vide his Eſliy on Trade. // + © - | | 
N . which 
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which immediately precedes the Table itſelf : 
Says he; 


ad 


« Another Point, from Ade I argue, that, 
our Trade is in a much worſe State than it 


cc formerly was, ſhall be the following Eſtimate 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


of the neceſſary Charge of a Family in the 
- middlin Station of Life, conſiſting of a Man, 


his Wife, Four Children, and a Maid-ſer- 
vant; fo as: I think, a Perſon that has ſuch 
a Family, and employs One thouſand Pounds 
of his own Money in Trade, ought to live. 
For, if ſuch Families muſt not have Neceſ- 
ſaries enough, and I believe it will appear I 
have allowed no Superfluities, I think we 
ought to give up Trade, and find ſome other 
Way to live. For Trade terminates w 
mately in the Conſumption of Things; 
which End alone Trade is carried on: 
Therefore if thoſe that employ in Trade One 
thouſand Pounds of their own Money thall 
not be able to ſupply ſuch a middling Family 
with needful and common Things, what 
then becomes of the Conſumption of Things ? 
Or, in other Words, what becomes of Trade ? 
For, to be ſure; not one Perſon in a good 
many is the real Owner of ſuch a Sum. If 
therefore ſuch Families muſt retrench and 
abridge themſelves of common needful things, 
thoſe in Trade below them, in this reſſ pect, 


a much more do ſo, if they have Far ami- 
ies 


D 2 — 838 
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III. 


An Esri MATE of the neceſſary Charge of a Family 
in the middling Station of Life, confiſting of a Man, 


| ' d. 
Y READ for Seven Per- 
ſons, per Head, per Day ; J 2 
Butter 4 
Cheeſe wc 4 
Fiſh and Fleſh-meat 2 % 


Roots and Herbs, Salt, Ping" 
gar, Muſtard, Pickles, 
Spices, and Grocery, ex- 

* »cept Tea and __ 

Tea and Sugar 

Soap for the Family 9 
ſions, and waſhing all man- 
ner of Things — e 
and at home, 

Threads Needles, Pins Tapes, 
Worſteds, Bindings, and al! 
Sorts of Haberdaſhery, 

Milk one Day with another 

Candles, about Two Pounds! 
per Week the Vear round, 

Sand, Fullers-earth, Whiting. 
Smallcoal, Brickduſt, 

Ten- Shilling Small- peer, a 


5 
; 
i 
i 
ee 
; 
5 
bs 
* 


1. 


* 


* 


Week, 

Ale for the e and 
Friends, — 
Coals, between Four e Five 

Chaldron per Annum dane 
« be eſtimared at 


Repairs of Houſhold- Goods, 
as Table-linen, Pedding, 
Sheets, and every Utenſil 
for Houſhold-Occaſion, 


„Six ShHings and T'wo- 
ce weekly for Seven Per- 
| * amount to near ++ 


' | Daily 


Expence, 


*— 


| Week W 


EA. ce. 


1777 s. d. 


3 of 
101 
Io 2% 


o 3 0; 


* Wife, Four 6 no One Maid-forvant. 


Yearly 
E 


- 1-284] | 
7 64-8: 


: | Brought over 112 10 0 
Cloaths of all kinds for the Maſter of the he wn MY 16 
Cloaths for Wife, who can't gear much, nor very 16 
fine Laces, wich — ; 
Extraordinary Expence attending every Lying-in, 7 
| 10/7. ſuppoſed to be about once in Two Years, 1 | 
Cloaths for Four Children, at 7 J. per Ann. for 
each Child, I 28 
Schooling for Four Children, including every 


Charge thereunto relating ſuppoſed to be aa 8 
atleaſt, to 105. per Quarter for each Chil PO GEE 1 
The Maid's Wages may be - 4 10 


Pocket- -Expences for the Maſter of the e Family, 
' ſuppoſed to be about 4 s. per Week, — 
For the Miſtreſs of the Family, and for the Four 

Children, to buy Fruit, To. 75 * Ge. at 2 5. a, 5 
Week, 
Entertainments in Return for ſuch N from) 8 
6 


10 3 


Friends and Relations, 
Phyſic for the whole Family one Year with 
.another, and the extraordinary Expence arifng & 
by Illneſs, may exceed —— 
A Country-Lodging ſometimes, ſor the Health 
and Recreation of the Family; or, inſtead 
thereof, the extraordinary Charge of nurſing a - 8 
Child abroad; which, in ſuch a Family, in often a 
needful, 
Sbaving, 75. 64. per Quarter; and Cleaning | 
Shoes, 2 s. 6 d. per Quarter, —— * 
Rent and Taxes may be ſomewhat more or lefs than 50 
Expences of Trade with Cuſtomers, Travelling- 
Charges, Chriftmas-box Money, Poſtage of ak 
Letters, c. for the ſake of even Money, at ( 19 : $ | 
leaſt, | 
Bad Debts, which may eaſily be more than * 
128 Cent. on the luppoſed Capital of 1000 . 


* * 
— 

* 

3 


2 
315 
There muſt be laid up one Year with = 8 
75 


for Twenty Years, in order to leave each Child, 
and a Widow, if there ſhould be one, 500 J. apiece, 


One 1000 /. therefore, by this Eſtimate, ſhould 
ain, one * jr er „ — * 390 


— 


— — 


$4 * 


5 e 
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« Which, for the Sake of a round Sum, (ſays 
« this Author) I will call Forty per Cent. per 
« Ann. in order to ſupport ſuch a Family, and 

te provide Five hundred Pounds apiece for Four 
„ Children and a Widow, if there ſhould be 
« one left; which, if not, will augment each 
* Child's Share but One hundred and Twenty- 
« five Pounds. And here I ſuppoſe a Man to 


live Twenty Years, from his Marriage to his 


% Demiſe; which I take to be about the Term 
« ne Man or Woman with another doth live. 
4 I do not mean by this, that no Man or Wo- 


man lives longer from the Time of Marriage 


than Twenty Years : I know many live much 
ce longer; but I am equally certain, that as 
* many never reach this Term as others live 
e beyond it: And it will alſo many times hap- 
« pen, that Five, Six, Seven, Eight, or more 
« Children muſt be brought up by ſome Pa- 
« rents; tho”, perhaps, it will more frequently 
4; happen,” that leſs. tha Four will be raiſed 
„by others. | 

« But thoſe that hall happen to have Seven 
« or Eight Children, will find the 751. per 
Ann. "ſuppoſed in this Eſtimate to be laid 


** 


40 up, in order to provide Five hundred Pounds 


«© apiece. for Four Children, hardly ſufficient 
to bear the extraordinary Charts which ſo 
« many more Children will occafion in this 
15 2 of Living: And, ſurely, it muſt be 
very hard, that the Man who happens to 

2 « hw a numerous Family (and many ſuch 
* * are) ſhould thereby be rendeted 
6 not 

+ | 
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not only uncapable to provide any thing for © 
them to ſet out in the World with, but be 
<« reduced in a Courſe of Years, as he cer- 
ce tainly muſt, if a Thouſand Pounds in Trade 
« vill not produce, at leaſt, Forty Can Cent. 
per Annum,” 

This Gentleman is far from Aying chat Tradeſi 
men can, at this time of Day, make Forty per 
Cent. upon their Capital; but he proves they 
ought to do it, in order only for a ſuitable de- 
cent Support of their Families; and to provide 
for Poſterity in ſuch Proportion, that each Child 
may begin the World with the ſame Advantage 
its Parents did. This muſt be an inconteſtable 
Rule of Right; for, unleſs ſome ſuch Standard 
as this is fixed, we ſhall (every Generation grow - 
ing poorer and poorer) dwindle by n to 
a Nation of Beggars. 

It is now time to bring our Extorting Pawn- 
broker, with his Twenty and Thirty per Cent. 
upon the Stage again; and hear what he may have 
to fay for himſelf. He pleads, That if he 
% has Two thouſand Pounds in Trade of his 
« own, he muſt either not ſpend what this 
e Table of Calculation allows, or he muſt pro- 

e vide nothing for his Children, or muſt, in 
old Age, be beholden to the Pariſn. . 

He is ſentible, that the Two laſt-mention'd. 
Articles, viz. bad Debts amounting to Twenty 
Pounds per Ann.; and the Article of Expences 
with his Cuſtomers, Travelling Charges, &c. 

amounting to Taventy-per Ann. more, may. be 


faid to be ſuperfluous, by reaſon of the Nature, 
of 
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df his Buſineſs. | To, this it is replied, That in 
_ » _*this:Table of Calculation nothing is allowed for 


the Charge of Servants in Buſineſs. The Reaſon 
of this Omiſſion is conjectur'd to be this; viz. 
* the. large Sums which are given with Ap+ 
<« prentices in almoſt every Trade, which will 


& ſufficiently defray the Charge of boarding 


«« Apprentices for Seven Years together: But 
this is not our Caſe ;. for we have; for the moſt 
part, but a trifling Conſideration, if any, with 
our Apprentites ; and yet few Trades in Lon- 


don give better Wages to Journeymen than 


we do. 

So that if I board a Journeyman, and pay 
him Twenty- ive or Thirty Pounds yearly 
Wages; and likewiſe board an Apprentice, 
with whom I have had little or nothing; this 
will be more than an Equivalent for the 
Particulars mention'd ih theſe Two Articles, 
tho”, as to ſeveral of them, we come in for our 
Share. re 

The Sum of all, is this — Mr, Vanderlint, 
a judicious and diſintereſted Witneſs, proves, 


that a Tradeſman who has One thouſand 


Pounds of his own in Trade, cannot ſupport 
his Family in a decent Manner only, and lay 
up fo much for each of his Children, as may 
enable them to begin the World with the ſame 
Advantage their Parents did, unleſs he can 
make Thirty-nine per Cent, upon his Capital. 
The Pawn-broker alleges, that, upon the 
ſappos'd Scheme, he cannot make above Sixteen 
per Cent. upon his Capital; therefore be 
Fe) that 


25) 


that with Two thouſand Pounds of his own in 


Trade, which the above-cited Author ſays, 
another Tradeſman with One thouſand Pounds 


of his own in Trade ought to do. 
Let us juſt compare theſe Two Caſes : 
The one with One a pig 1 I per Ai 
Pounds Capital, muſt gain 3904. per * 
The other with Two thoutapd 


Pounds Capital, cannot gin 3 20/. per Av, 


above — 


Or, ſuppoſing no Deductians at all, 400 "ter Aun. 


But I fear there muſt be larger Deductions from 


Four hundred Pounds per Ann. than I have 
made, ſince we are able to prove by our Books, 
that we cannot make above Sixteen per Cent. 
upon our Capital; tho' for ſmall Pledges we 
take after the Rate of Thirty per Cent. per Ann. 
or Two and a half, upon the Return within 
the Month; which is occafion'd by our dead 
Stock already mention d. 
It may be aſk'd, how then is it poſſible for 
Pawn-brokers to live at all ? It is next to im- 
poſſible to do it, with no more than Two thou- 
ſand Pounds Capital i in Trade. 


But how do they come at ſo much Money, | 


fince it can't be ſuppos d many of them begin 


Buſineſs with ſuperior - or equal Fortunes to 


what is ſuppos'd ? 


I anſwer, If they were Perſons of ſuch pro- | 


fligate Principles and Practices, as they are miſ- 
repreſented to be, this Queſtion could not be 


5 57 but (if it involves no Contradiction 


in itſelf) to ſuppoſe a Man of this Buſineſs, 


E E | whoſee 


" ({264)), 

whoſe moral Character is unblemiſh'd, the Dif- 
1 51. may poſſibly be ſolv d; but of this here- 
er. 0 Fc DI ae 
I would here deſire my Reader to pauſe 
awhile; and take a Review of the Calculations, 
and ſee Whether he can find any Flaw, any 
Artifice, or Stratagem, to impoſe upon him at 
unawares: If not, will he not ſtand amazed, 
[1 at the opprobrious Language ſo freely beſtowed 
[ upon us f Is not here preſented to his View: a 
= When raten, as plain and certain as any one 
in Euclids Elements, that, upon the Scheme 
propoſed, our Gains cannot be half ſo large as 
thoſe of other middling Tradeſmen? Nay, that 
they do not exceed what even the Farmer muſt 
a make of his Produce ; it being a Maxim, That 
va if a Farmer does not make Three Rents, he 


#4 cannot live. (NG * Er 2 0 
5 From this Calculation appears likewiſe the 
Weakneſs and Abſurdity of ſome” notable Pro- 
jectors, who are for reducing the Premium to 

: 5 or 10 per Cent. fer Ann. Fheſe Gentlemen 
would certainly deſerve the Thanks of the 
Public, could they inform us, by what Rule in 

$: Arithmetic they can find it poſſible,” upon theſe 
12 Terms, for any Pæum- broker only to defray the 
* Charge of Houſe-rent and Servants, and get 
ſuch Intereſt for his Money as he might make 
of it, without any Trouble, or Loſs of Time: 
For, as to the Support of himſelf and Family, 
aand making a Proviſion for Poſterity, it ſeems, 
it is Extortion and Oppreſſion in him; however 


| laffidable it may be in any other Man. 
| x 9 But 
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But what Treatment ſoever we may have 
met with from our Fellow - Creatures and Fel- 
lowy- Subjects, the only Return I ſhall make is, 
to defire them ſeriouſly to conſider, that raſh 
uncharitable Cenſures are no Marks of an honeſt 
and virtuous Mind; and if they do not proceed 
from Malice, yet no Plea, either of Ignorance 
or Inconfiderateneſs, can juſtify them in ſcan- 
dali ging or oppreſſing any Man; and that Defa- 
mation, whether proceeding from Malice, In- 
tereſt, Raſhneſs, or Prejudice, is none of the 
leaſt of Crimes. < 1 
I ſhall proceed, in my next Section, to late 
and conſider the moſt material Objections that 
have, or can be, made to this Bulineſs. 


et 8 — 


5 IV. 


t Begin with the moſt formidable and popular 
, Objection; (vi. 


Object. I. This Buſmeſs gives Harbour and 


Encouragement to Thi, eves. 


Anſio. One may reaſonably aſk, upon 1 
Proof, or Appearance of Proof, ſo heinous a 
Charge i is ſupported? Have there been any Diſ- 
coveries made by Accomplices ? Has any un- 
happy Wretch, under Sentence of Condemna- 
tion, brought 'theſe dark Practices to Light, 
and ſaved his own Life, by bringing Three or 
Four Pawn-brokers to their deſerved 4-4 
ment? Surely Wild, of infamous Mer 


E 2 


£4 | 


| Bagels, were baſe and wicked enough to- be 
i 


Wy ÞÞ_. 


© (who may be ſuppoſed to have known better 
than moſt People who were the Receivers of 
flolen Goods) might have ſaved himſelf, as well 
'as ſerved the Public, by only ſacrificing the 


One tenth Part of the Pawn-brokers to its juſt 


Reſentment. Surpriſing it is, that no One 


Malefactor (who is not quite ſeared. and har- 


dened againit the Terrors of Death, and its aw- 
ful Conſequences) ſhould ever (for the Eaſe of 
his Conſcience) have opened ſuch a Scene of 


Wickedneſs! Is it not ſtrange, that none of 
our Servants (either from Love of Juſtice, or 


'from Pique and Revenge, if we have happen- 
ed to have had any Difference with them, or 


in Hopes of a Reward) ſhould have diſcovered 
ſuch Myſteries of Iniquity ? Again, Have there 


been Diſcoveries made by Search-Warrants, of 


ſecret Holes and Hiding-places in their Houſes 
or Warchouſes, wherein Quantities of Goods 
have been concealed, of which 'no Entry has 
been made in their Shop-Books ; any Forges 
tor meiting down Gold or Silver, to prevent a 
Diſcovery ? How do Pawn-brokers behave to- 
wards Conſtables, or others, upon any Inquiry 


after ſtolen Goods? Do they at once go and 


look for them; and, if poſſeſſed of them, pro- 


- duce them; or do they deny ſuch Goods, which 
are afterwards found upon them ? Have they 
any cloſe Conveyance at .unſeaſonable Hours, 


any Under- factors to ſhip them for abroad, and 
vend them there? + 3 
But, ſuppoſing Two or Three Men, of this 


guilty 


(29) 
guilty of ſome, or all, of theſe Practices, would 
it follow, that all the reſt of the Buſineſs are 
guilty of the like? By no means; for, at this 
rate, not a Trade in London but might be 
charged with ſuch Practices; for there have 
been more of almoſt every Trade and Buſineſs 
convicted thereof, than there have been Pawn- 
brokers: We may defy our Enemies to prove 
upon Record, that Three Pawn-brokers have 
been convicted of ſuch Villainy, ever ſince ſuch 
a Buſineſs has been heard of in the Nation. 

Can any Man in his Senſes ſuppoſe ſeveral 
Hundreds of People, continually. engaged in 
ſuch Practices, and this for theſe One hundred 
and Fifty or Two hundred Years laſt paſt, and 
not Three of them convicted; notwithſtand- 
ing the Vigilance of Magiſtrates, the Sharpneſs- 
and Severity of Judges, and the TENG and 
Prepoſſeſſion of Juries ? 

Again, What ſtronger Temptationsare Pawn- 
brokers under than other Men, to be guilty of 
this Vice ? It muſt argue groſs Inattention, and 
want of Reflection, to imagine, that a Man who 
takes a Pledge, and propoſes to keep it Two 
Years, and whoſe Warehouſes are liable to be 
ſearched on a bare Suſpicion, ſhould be under 

a ſtronger Temptation to receive a ſtolen thing, 

than a Man who buys any Commodity, and, 
it may be, ſells it again immediately, and is 
therefore not ſo liable to be detected. I would 
not be underſtood to caſt the leaſt Reflection 
upon any Set of Tradeſmen, (how liberal ſo- 
ever other Tradeſmen may have been Ng 


2 
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reſpect towards: 50 when I Tay; a Silverſmith 
can more eaſily melt dow diſpoſe of a 
Piece of Plate than a = can; be- 
cauſe, if it ſhould at (laſt diſcovered, it 
would not appear ſo black in him as in one of 


us; it being his Bufineſs to convert old "_ 
into new; and is ſuppoſed to have bought it 


and to have a Right to do what he pleaſed with 


It ; neither of which is our CaſGG. 
Moreover, the 'Pawn-broker (by ſad Brpe. 
rience) knows, what Severity he muſt expect; 
and that any other Tradeſman may, with more 

Hope of Impunity, Steal a Horſe, than he look 
over the Hedge. In ſhort, unleſs it can be 
proved, that we receive Pawns with one Hand, 
and buy in a clandeſtine Manner, and at- an 
unreafonable Price, with the other, this Cage | 


is as weak as it is groundleſs. 


It may perhaps be ſaid, 27 there were no Ne 
ceivers, there world be no Thieves. 


But kw does it follow, that a 
are the Receivers? This doughty Argument is 


of the ſyllogiſtic King and ſhould ſtand thus: 
If chere were no * there would be 
no Thieves. | 


But there are Thiede 0 what is this fair 


and Jogical Concluſion? Why, ergo, There are 


Receivers; and not, ergo, Pawn-brokers are 
the Receivers, unleſs they are proved to be ſo. 
And why muſt ſo illogical and haſty a Con- 


cluſion be drawn from the Premiſes? Are 


Pawn=brokers Men of ſuch deſperate Fortunes 


k ande Characters, as to run ſuch Hazards as 


*S# 2 * theſe? 
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theſe ? Cam it bè thought that Men, who have 
Fortune and Credit ſo great, as to command 
Capital Stock O Two, Three, Four, Five, 
Sr or, Eight thouſand Pounds; ſhould ſtake * 
their Fortunes, Families, Reputation, and Lis. 
betty and run the Riſque of ſuffering Four- 
teen Years: Fravſporation; and this for the 
Hope of getting Two- pence, Three-pence, 
Six-pence, Twelve-pence, or even Twenty. 
Shillings, or Fide Pounds? I take this Opp. 
tunity to inform the World, (which UT 
to talk ſo very much, 4nd: underſtands ſo very 
little, of the Nature of our Buſineſs) that Tuo 
or Three thouſand Pounds Capital Stock in 
Trade is no uncommon, nor any great Matteg 
with us: But ſtnall, in my —— aſk the in- 
quiſitive World the following Queſtion: 10578-] 
That as it cannot be ſuppoſed, that many 
Pawn-brokers hive ſo great Fortunes of their 
own. to begin the World with, and that many 
of them have large Credit; bow comes it to 
paſs, that a Parcel of ſuch conte and 
profiigate Wiretches can obtain ſuch Credit 
When 1 fee this Queſtion: _ ere 0 
will give up the Argument. 
Again, Is there no other p poſſible Way of : 
difpoling of ſtolen Goods? No \ Man that keeps 
an open Shop, to huy as well as ſell, in the 
Whole Nation? No Ships to convey them to 

Foreign Parts? Ot. i it impoſſible ſot Gang 
of Thieves to ſend Agents abroad with. 
Goods they have ſtolen, and ſo preventing heir 


e in Judgment e them? 90 5 
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Fam certain, that Thieves muſt not be half ſo 
cunning as they are generally thought to be, if 
they can find any other Way of diſpoſing: of 
Goods, and yet chuſe to pawn them, ſince 
they run a great Riſque, whether they may 
not be ſtopped (as they frequently are) at the 
Pawn-broker's; but if not, it often happens, 
that they are convicted ſeveral Months after 
the Robbery committed, by the Goods being 
found at a Pawn-broker's, and by the Evidence 
of himſelf, or his gervants; ; Soda had the 
Things been fold outright, they might have 
paſſed through a great many Hands, and no 
one would have owned their having ever been 
poſſeſſed of them, and ſo the Criminal have 
eſcaped his deſerved Puniſhment. I am ſure it 
mult afford high Delight, andiexquiſite Diver- 
fion, to Thieves and Rogues, if they have had 
fo much Addreſs, as to conceal their main Re- 
fort and Harbour, and the Legiſlature ſhould | 
happen to be upon the w Scent. 
| "2s be red; That hes be allow'd, that 
Pawn-brokers do not wickedly and defignedly 
harbour and encourage Thieves and Villains, yet 
they may be accidentally the Receivers of ſtolen 
Goods, and fo afford (tho without and againſt 
their Intention) Encouragement to ſuch Villainy z 
and as à Proof thereof, it may be ſaid, that 
there is hardly a Seſſion, but more or leſs Pawn- 
brokers are x 5, to 25 fe enen 
| Ange Goods. | 

I would anſwer, Sings: we are fo often hace 
How comes it to paſs, that our Myſteries of 

Iniquity 
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Iniquity are not there revealed, and ſome of us 
made Examples of? Are we ſpared for our 
Name's ſake, or can we expect ſuperior or 
equal Mercy with a common Thief? | 

Bat, perhaps, it is a manifeſt Proof of the 
Care 1 Circumſpection we make uſe of, that 
we are not all of us there every Seſſion, if it 
be but confider'd; that a Pawn-broker muſt 
Have but a ſmall Run of Buſineſs, if he does not 
take in Fifty diſtin& Pledges, one Day with 
another, throughout the Year ; which amounts 
to Twelve hundred Parcels of Goods in a Month, 
Now, ſuppoſing there are but Five hundred 
Pawn- 2 in London, the Number of 
Pledges, multiplied by the Number of Paun- 
brokers, will amount to Six hundred thouſand 
Pledges receiv'd in a Month's time: Is it any 
thing ſurpriſing, that Three, Four, Five, or 
even Ten or Twenty of theſe, ſhould prove to 
be ſtolen? It is no ſuch Wonder, that. Pawne 
brokers ſhould be more frequently there than 
others; if it be but confider'd, that no one 
Buſineſs in London, but this, depends intirely 
upon laying out Money upon Goods brought 
to their Shops: For tho' a Silverſmith, Gold- 
ſmith, and many other Trades, keep open 
Shops to buy, as well as to ſell; yet it is not to 
be imagin d, that what they accidentally buy 
in their Shops, bears any Proportion to the 
other Branches of their Trade. Conſider alſo, 
that the Pawn-broker deals in a far greater 
Variety of Goods than other Traders; and is, - 
therefore, the more in Danger of being impoſed 

3 * p pon, 
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upon. I believe: it will be found, that, Ee 
of being even accidental Encguragers of Thieves, 
we are both accidentally. and voluntarily 

the greateſt Detęctors of them in the whole 
Nation, 208 the reateſt e by them in 
eyery reſpect. How 1 Perſons, upon only 
adyertiſing their Goods, have. had em re- 
ſtored, and been deliver d from a, private and 
dangerous Thief, by means of the Pazen-brokers 
making a voluntary Diſcoyery of them ! Far 
which we may have ſometimes (formerly) re- 
ceiy'd the Thanks of the Court; but have 
generally found. Mankind ſo ungenerous and 
ungtateful, as to make us loſe the Money lent; 
unleſs they have been compell'd to the con- 
trary, by their own Advertiſement; and even 
then not always, nor frequently without ſome 
Litigation. Again, the Pazey-broker frequently 
ſtops ſuſpicious Perſons and Thipgs; and even, 
when he is ſo unhappy. as to be impoſed on, 
and receive a Thing that is ſtolen, he is the 
chief Sufferer : The Owner has indeed the 
Trouble of a Proſecution, but has, his Goods 
again for nothing; ſo. that the Paww-broker is 
in truth the Perſon. robbed, and, the Thicf is 
detected and puniſhi d. What mighty Encou- 
ragement do — 4 — give to Thieves, or 
Thieves to Parun-brobers ! 
Again, if any Perſon will carefully peruſe 
the Seſſions-Papers, he will find, that = Goods, 
which any of us are concern d about, are moſt 
- commonly. of ſach a trifling Value, that no 
Man can a1 think it pe > his while to 


run 


8 

run any Hazard, could he have had them for 
poi ov Strange that theſe Trifles ſhould come 
to Light, when more valuable Things cannot 
be diſcoverd! What then becomles of them? I 
anſwer, I know not; nor am under any more 
Obligation to account for them, tha any Tradeſ- 
man, who, at any time, buys Goods ih his Shop, 
But this I know, that for upwards of Twenty 
Years J have been in the Buſineſs, I never had 
Six Things offer'd to me, Which have been 
advertis d either at Gold/miths-Hall, or in the 
public Papers. WY FW 
ut there is one Reafon to be given, why we 
are not ſo liable to be impobd upOn in Things 
of Value, as in Trifles; and that is, becauſe it is 
uſual to ſend home with Strangers, who bring 
Things of Value; but which cannot be done 
for every trifling Pledge of Two or Three Shil- 
lings. nn 5 * | . % 131 
. may perhaps be allegd, That if Pawn- 
brokers wuld uſe more Care and Caution than 
they do, and more frequently fop ſuſpicious Per- 
ſons and Things, they might detect more Thieves. 
 Farifwer, As to Care and Caution, it more 
behoves 4 Pown-broter to exerciſe it, chan any 
other Man in the whole Nation: And can it 
be thought we are ſo blind to our own Safety 
and Intereſts, as not to guard all in our Power 
againſt the Loſs of our Money lent ; the being 
. oblig'd to attend the Seſſions, and ſometimes to 
be catechiz'd in open Court, befides the Danger 
of a malicious Indictment; and this ſometimes 
for refuſing to part with the Goods without a 

F 2 Proſe 
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eee Every one knows how eaſy a 
Matter it is to find a Bill before a Grand Jury; 
and tho a Man is ever ſo honourably acquit- 
ted, yet it leaves a laſting Reproach upon him 
to have been ever arraign'd, and put upon a 
Proof. of his Innocence, as to ſuch flagrant 
Crimes as thoſe under Conſideration. And, as to 
detecting more Thieves than ave do, I ſhould. be 
very glad to know, Who will protect me from 
TIndifments, Actions of Trover, and for falſe 
Inpriſonment; in caſe I ſhould happen to be 
too ſanguine, and ſtop a Perſon or Goods upon 
2 miſtaken Suſpicion? Perhaps our Adverſaries 
never dreamt of theſe Things amidſt all their 
viſionary Slumberings. I have heard it ſug- 
geſted, that we make private Sales of Goods, and 
fo conceal flolen Goods. I anſwer, That we do 
generally fell Wearing Apparel, Linen, &c. 
in large Quantities ; it may be, Fifty, Sixty, 
Eighty, or One hundred Pounds-worth at a 
Time: But thoſe that buy them are public 
Dealers, who. ſell and diſtribute them to the 
Dealers in Monmouth-ftreet, and other public 
Places; ſo that it is not for the ſake of con- 
cealing Goods, that we ſell them in this Man- 
ner, but becauſe it is the only Way of vending 
them for Diſpatch ; tho' moſt of the Buſineſs. 
retail publicly in their own Shops; and we all 
{ell Jewels, Watches, and Plate, in this Manner. 
Once more, it may perhaps be urged, That it is 
expreſsly ſaid, (in the Ad of Parliament made in 
the Firſt Tear of King James I.) that. we are 
Harbourers and Encouragers of Thieves, and 


diſhoneſt Perſons, To 
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Jo this it may be anſwered, That our An- 
ceſtors, at that time, were greatly inclin'd to ſee 
#nv1i/ible Sights, and to believe impoſſible Facts; 
for, in the very ſame Seſſion of Parliament, 
there was an Act made againſt Conjuration, 

' Witchcraft, and dealing with evil and wicked 
Spirits; by which it was made Felony to con- 
ſult, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed, or 
reward, any evil and wicked Spirit, &c. _ 

_ -» Nowit is indiſputable, that many Hundreds, 
if not Thouſands, of poor ſuperannuated Wo- 
men have been /egally convicted, and ſuffer'd 
Death, by virtue of this Act, for Crimes im- 

ſſible in Nature to be committed: Yet never 
ave Three Pawn-brokers been convicted of 
the Crimes alleg'd againſt them in the other 
Act, tho' nothing, in the Nature of Things, 
renders ſuch Practices impoſſible, nor a Diſco- 
very of them impervious. It is worth remark- 
ing, how different their Fates! The one has bad 
the Sacrifice of Hundreds, if not Thouſands, 
of Lives, in Confirmation of the Suſpicion our 
Anceſtors had of Witches, Conjurers, and the 
like; and yet ſo ſceptical are we Moderns, in 
theſe reſpects, that our Legiſlature has, within 
theſe few Years, repealed the Act as far as it 
. extends to Sorcery or Witchcraft; if it had been 
_ poſfible in Nature. But as to the other A 
concerning Pawn-brokers, or, as the Act calls 
them, Fripperers, tho' there have never been 
Three Fripperers convicted upon this Act from 
that Day to this, in Confirmation of the Suſpi- 
cion our Anceſtors had of theſe Men; yet it 1s 
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as firmly believed by us Moderns, that Paton- 
brokets, alias Fripperers, are Receivers of ſtolen 
Goods, as tho Scores or Hundreds of them had 
been convicted, or confeſs'd themſelves guilty 
of ſuch Practices. It is well if we don't derive 
from our Anceſtors, and ſtill retain, the happy 
Faculty of ſeeing Invifibles, and believing Incre- 
dibles ! For my Part, as I have not the Gift of 
ſecond Sight, like the good People of the Orcades, 
it appears to me, at fir Sight, that if Hundreds 
of rion-brokers have been conſtantly harbour- 
mg and encouraging Thieves and - Reds for 
* theſe Hundred and Fifty Years laſt paſt; and 
this without being detected and pumiſh'd ; that 
they are an Overmatch for the Devil, Till 
now, I never ſo much as ſuſpected them to be 
Cunfurers; but begin to be in bodily Fear, leſt 
J ſhould: have been, for the greateſt Part of my 
Life, a Conjurer, without knowing any thing 
of the Matter. 

1 heartily beg my Reader's Pardon, and hope 
he will excuſe my Prolixity upon this Head at 
 #his Time; which, at any other, would have 
been very impertinent ; but as the princ 80 pre- 
fent Complaint againſt us is upon this Topic, it 
was neceſſary to offer all that I think may be 
fajd; having the hard and almoſt impoffible Taſk 
of provinga Were e / How far have ſucceeded, 
mult be ſeft to Conſideration; and now 1 pro- 
ceed to another Objection. 


Obhzection 2. This Buſineſs 7s offer brefu- 
Aan than ſerviceable to the Public. 
Anſwer. 
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- Anſwer. humbly conceive this to be a groſs 
Miſtake, and to ariſe; from the.Qbjeftor's. Igno- 
rance of the ſudden and unexpected Diſap- 
paintments and Embaraſſments, which not only 
People of the lower Rank, but even thoſe of a 
| higher Station, are liable to. Can any one, Who 
knows any thing of the World, be inſenſible of 
the many Difficulties Maſter-Workmen of all 
Sorts are plunged into, by being diſappointed 
of their Monies when due; and having, at the 
ſame time, Iourneymen to pay, who cannot » 
put off without their Wages, or perhaps the 
Want of a preſent. Supply. for their Family 
Occafions? Can any one be ignorant of the 
Diſtreſs which working People are expos d to, 
from unforefeen Accidents, Sickneſs, and the 
like? How often from ſuch Cauſes; their 
Goods are liable to be ſeized for Rent, by a 
« needy or mercileſs Landlord ; or their Perſons, - 
by an impatient Creditor ? How often are even 
Gentlemen diſappointed of their Rents when 
due? Sometimes N in tedious and expen- 
ſive Law or Chancery-Suits (where nothing can 
be done without the ready Peny); yet in ſuch 
Streights do not care to expoſe their Neceſſities 
to their Friends or Acquaintance, leſt it ſhould 
be to no Purpoſe ; or, perhaps, leſt (in Grati- 
tude) they Would be * blig'd to return the 
Favour at another time; and ſo run the Hazard 
it may be, of loſing the Money lent. 

But to put this Matter out of Diſpute, we 
will only * Two Caſes: 


The 
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The Firſt ſhall be, A Perſon of higher Rank, 
who may have a ſudden Occafion for Twenty 
Pounds (there being no Buſineſs of this Nature); 
he is obligd to ſell a Parcel of Plate, or any 
Jewels: Will not this be a far greater Damage 
to him, than paying after the Rate of Twenty 
8 per Ann. One, Two, Three, or Six 
Months for the Loan of ſuch a Sum (I chooſe 
to inſtance in Plate, becauſe every one juſtly 
thinks this to be attended with as little Loſs as 
any thing)? I fay, ſuppoſing a Gentleman ſell- 
ing Seventy-three Ounces of Plate, he will 
loſe, at leaſt, Six-pence per Ounce in the Faſhion, 
and the Six-pence per Ounce Duty (which all 
new Plate pays to the King) ; which together 
will amount to One Shilling per Ounce at leaſt : 
"This Loſs will therefore come to Three Pounds 
'Thirteen Shillings. And as to more curioufly 
wrought Plate, his Loſs in this will be far 
more in Proportion, conſidering what he muſt 
have paid for the Faſhion of any Plate, 
where the Workmanſhip is ſomething extraor- 

dinary. | 7 ke 
Or if he ſhould be oblig'd to ſell a Gold 
Watch (not at all damag'd by Wearing), which 
coſt him Twenty-five Pounds ; the very Maker 
or Seller of that Watch, could not allow him 
above Seventeen or Eighteen Pounds for it, if ſo 
much: I need not calculate what this Loſs will 
amount to, 485 5 
Now, if he can pledge Eighty Ounces of 
Plate for Eighteen Pounds, and redeem. the 
| Pledge 
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Pledge in a Month's time, it will be but Six 
Shillings Loſs to him; or, if he cannot redeem 
it in leſs than Six Months time, it will be but 
One Pound Sixteen Shillings Loſs to him; or, 
ſhould he be, at laſt, oblig'd to diſpoſe of it, he 
is at Liberty to do this whenever he pleaſes: 
For none of us would refuſe a Goldſmith's buy- 
ing it, even in our own Shops. * e 
But, if we take an Inſtance from lower Life, 
where there can be little or no Opportunity to 
provide againſt ſudden and unexpected Acci- 
dents, which People of this Claſs are more 
frequently expos d to; and Suppoſe an inferior 
Tradeſman diſtreſs d for want of ſuch a Sum as 
Twenty or Forty Shillings to pay his . 
men or Rent; or to ſupport himſelf or Family 
in Sickneſs; or to go to Market with for Ma- 
terials to work upon: Was there no ſuch 
Buſineſs as we are pleading for, what a Hap- 
pineſs would ſuch a Man account it, that he 
could any-where borrow ſuch a Sum as Forty 
Shillings, and traffick with it for Three Months 
together, for ſo ſmall a Charge as Two Shil- 
lings, and not be oblig'd to fell his own or 
Wife's Apparel, or Houſhold-Goods, for it 
may be not one Half of what they coſt him? 
. And would any impartial By-ſtander call him, 
that got the Two Shillings, an Extortioner or 
Oppreffor ; or would he not more juſtly deem 
them to be Fools, or Knaves, that ſo unjuſtly 
vilify'd their Neighbour?”®z\2 = GAS 
Theſe Two Caſes are ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
mere Neceſſity; but I humbly apprehend it 
5 6 may 
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may be made appear to be the Intereſt of the 
ſmall Trafficker, ſometimes to pledge his Goods, 
tho' not driven thereto by mere Neceſſity: By 
conſidering how much ſuch a Perſon may fave 
by going to Market with ready Money, buying 
advantageous Bargains unexpectedly, and the 
like. Suppoſe a Man ſhould ſave but Ten per 
Cent. in the Purchaſe of any Commodity, by 
going to Market with ready Money; if he has 
a probable Proſpect of coming into his Money 
in a reaſonable Time, it will be worth his 
while to pledge any Goods he can ſpare, and to 
pay even after the Rate of 20 per Cent. per 
Ann. for the Loan; for, ſuppoſing him to lay 
out Ten Pounds, it ſaves him Twenty Shil- 
lings in the Purchaſe; if he comes into his 
Money, and redeems his Goods in Three 
Months time, it is Ten Shillings clear in his 
Pocket; and if he ſhould not come into his 
Money under Six Months time, he has had the 
Chance of making a Return or Two of his 
Money for nothing: For when he has redeemed 
his Goods, and paid for the Loan of the Money, 
he is but where he was, had he gone to Mar- 
ket upon Credit. 

It may likewiſe deſerve Conſideration, whe- 
ther ſome Acts of Parliament, made of late 
Years, may not have ſo affected ſmall Credit, 
as to increaſe the Neceſſity of this Buſineſs. 
For, if ſmall Credit ſhould happen to be thereby 
rendered fo precarious, that the Creditor ſhould 
have very little better Security for his Debts 
than the Honeſty of the Debtor, he will be apt 


to 
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to think it too dangerous and leaky a Bottom to 
venture his Property upon, , And if the ſmall 
Trader cannot obtain Credit, he muſt either 
go to Market with ready Money, or his Buſi- 
neſs be at a ſtand; and, if he has not ready 
— of his own, will be under a ſtron 
* to apply to the Pauon- broker. This 
hom equence, I will be bold to ſay, is what 
our Legiſlature never once deſigned. 
The Truth is, Every Man is at Liberty, whe- 
ther he will come to our Shops, or no. No 
one would-come there, did he not find his Ac- 
count in it, or, at leaſt: imagine he did fo ; 
ſince no Man chufes an Evil as ſuch: And it, 
upon Experiment, he finds himſelf. miſtaken, | 
would he ever do ſo again ? 
_ Methinks our Enemies would do wall; to 
give ſome ſubſtantial Reaſon, Fhence it comes 
to paſs, that ſuch Monſters and Oppreſſors of 
Mankind ſhould ever have any Buſineſs to do: 
Yet ſo it is, that this Buſineſs has found Em- 
ployment for its Followers ever ſince Com- 
merce and Trade began to lift up its Head, and 
flouriſh in the Nation. Again, how happens 
it, That People ſpould, for Years together, 
think it better 5 pledge their Goods as their Oc- 
cafions may require, and to pay ſuch terrible In- 
tereſt for the Loon, than at once 10 their Geods, 
and buy others, when they had got Money 65 
to do? Should it be ſaid, Their preſſing Nece//i- 
ties put them upon it; Tanſwer, That Neceſſity, 
the more preſſing it is, the more warf, 
G 2 It 
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it being proverbially called, The Mother of In- 
vention, This tempts me to think, that Peo- 
ple have tried other Experiments, but find none 
more eligible ; nay, perhaps, have experienced, 
that no People will buy and- ſell with them for 
ſuch a Profit as we make of them. 

If a poor Man (thro! Neceſſity) ſhould be 
obliged to fell his Coat for Five or Ten Shil- 
lings; it cannot be ſuppoſed he. could put an- 
other in the room of it for ſo little Loſs as One 
Shilling; becauſe the Buyer of the One, and 
the Seller of the Other, would both get a Profit 
out of him: Whereas he may paum his Coat 
for Five or Ten Shillings, let it lie a Month 
or Two, and redeem it again for Three Half- 
pence, T hree-pence, or, at moſt, Six-pence. 
Loſsztho' the angodly and extort: ngP oker 
has got after the Rate of Thirty * Cent. "i 
Aman for the Loan. 


Obi eftion z. If 8 are > Sn 
to o fell Goods - pledged in any reaſonably-limited 
Time, and not to be accountable for the Over- 
plus that may remain, I. will make vaſt Ad. 
vantages by what they have forfeited for 
want of 1 an we gh Pledge will * 


moft grit evouſly oppreſſed. 


Anſwer. The Pledger is at Liberty to re- 
deem his Goods during the Time limited; or, 
if he cannot, may be able to procure a F riend 
to redeem them, and fo have an Opportunity 
of diſpoſing of them as he thinks proper: Or, 

if 
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if not, may bring other Tradeſmen to. buy: 
them; who, upon Payment of the 
upon the Lean, may have Opportunity of bay- 
ing them in our Shops, which none of us at 
this time refuſe, where we have no Apprehen- 
fions of a Snare laid for us b wicked and de- 
ſigning People; either of forcing the Goods 
from us, without allowing us a reaſonable and 
living Profit by our Buſineſs, or furniſhing 
themſelves with Evidence to ſupport an Action 
of Trover, ſhould we venture to ſell them; 
whilſt they (if periſhable Goods) retain any the 
leaſt Value; and ſo recover againſt us, by dint. 
of Swearing, a far greater Value (belides Coſts 
of Suit) than ever their Goods coſt them, I 
| have known Perſons who have made it their 
Buſineſs to go to Monmouth-ftreet, and buy up, 
for a very Trifle, old-faſhioned and ſcoured 
Brocade-Silk Gowns, old-faſhioned broad Laces, 
or any thing that has an high-ſounding Name 
in a Court, and. pawn them, let them lie Three 
or Four Years, and then ſue the Pawn-broker, 
if he refuſes to pay them Ten times the Value 
of the Goods, or even of what they coſt them. 
I preſume, the Reader will eafily perceive how 
careful and cautious we are-obliged to be in 


| the preſent Situation; which Care and Wari- 


neſs is no more than innocent Self-defence, 


tho' it may have the Appearance of Artifice or 
Cunning. 


But, to give a further Anſwer to this Ob- 
jection * a A from the public 
3 e ee 
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® Paper already mentioned, it is in Anſwer to 
the Objection, That we NN fo little. upon 
« Goods, that what we ſell we gain immenſely 
« by.” The Reaſons of this general Miſtake 
are; 
„ Firſt, The conſiderable Diſparity between 
« the Price of Goods at the Firſt Hand, and 
et the Price of the fame Goods when they come 
ce to be ſold to the immediate Wearer : Com- 
ce monly Two or Three Profits are got out of 
them before that comes to be the Caſe. For 
« Inſtance : A Weaver, perhaps, ſells a Piece 
„ of Silk to a Mercer, at Four Shilling 7 x 
« Fard; allows One Yard in Thirty for Mea- 
« ſure; This is, however, an Advantage not 
« univerſally known: This Mercer, perhaps, 
< fells this Silk, by Retale, at Four Shillings 
& and Six-pence, Four Shillings and Nine- 
©: pence, or Five Shillings, per Yard ; conſe- 
« quently the Buyer eſtimates the intrinſic 
* Worth of what Quantity he buys after the 
<« Rate he gave the Mercer for it; not allow- 
« ing for the Loſs that immediately accrues to 
« the Goods he buys, by ſeparating that Quan- 
e tity from the reſt of the Piece, and conſe- 
« quently its being valued by all Buyers but as 
« a Remnant; much leſs allowing for the 
Gain the Mercer has gotten ont of it, and 
« the Loſs the Buyer muſt ſuſtain, was he 
“ immediately to offer thoſe Goods to Sale to 
« the fame, or any other Mercer; who would 
6 certainly never pive after that Rate for a 
#* Daily Poſt-Boy, April 26. 1731. | 
> Remnant, 
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Remnant, for which he can buy it ia the 
« hole Piece from the Weaver. Now I 
« think every conſiderate Man muſt allow, 
« that a Thing is intrinſically worth ſo much, 
« and no more, than what it will fetch at a 
common Market. Add to this the Charge the 
« MWearer is at, in making up the Goods for 
« his own Uſe; all which he ſuppoſes added 
« to the intrinſic Worth thereof (which in- 
« deed is ſo for private Uſe); but, as to a com- 
« mon Market, is more than ſo much taken 
« from it; becauſe then, if expoſed to Sale, 
<« they will be valued but as ſecond-hand 
Goods: Which leads me to obſerve; 
Secondiy, The great and almoſt incredi- 
ce ble Difference between Buying a Thing new, 
and Selling that Thing at ſecond-hand. For 
« Inſtance: If you make you up a Suit of 
« ſyperfine Cloth Cloaths, that ſhall coſt you 
« Seven Guineas; I defy ou, tho' you had 
never worn them, to ſell them to any Dealer 
in ſecond-hand Cloaths for Four Pounds Ten 
Shillings; altho' they are now new and fa- 
«© ſhionable for Colour and Cut: What can 
« you then ſuppoſe to ſell this Suit for a Year 
e and half hence? And what muſt a Pawn- 
e broker lend upon them (who propoſes to 
« keep theſe Goods Two Years before he ex- 
« poſes them to Sale, and runs the Hazard of 
the Moth, &c. ſo as to get a moderate 
Profit)? Surely, any one would think Three 
« Guineas, or Three Pounds Ten Shillipgy, 
es ſufficient: Yet if a Pacon-b15 er lends ſo much 
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* upon them and keeps them Two Years, 
© and then ſells them; he is preſently ex- 
tc claimed againſt for net lending half the 
«© Value of the Goods: And People are apt, 
* rafply and falſly, to charge the Broker, as 
* though he got clear as much as the Goods 
ec coſt them, more than he lent on them, from 
c a miſtaken Rate of the intrinſic Value of the 
« Goods from what they coſt, and not from 
what they would fell for. Every one knows 
ice the various Damages all forts of new Goods 
* are liable to, by being kept fo long a time: 
c Woollens are in Danger of the Moths, Silks 
*© of Mildew ; and even Linen Goods will ſoon 
te decreaſe Ten per Cent. in their Value by 
e lying by, and thereby loſing Colour, &c. ; 
*« which if any Man diſputes the Truth of, let 
* him make the Experiment. It may here be 
© objected, As to Plate and Jewels, they do 
« not grow worſe by keeping. I anſwer, Even 
< as to theſe, People uſe the fame Standard of 
ce judging as to their Value, as they do in the 
« other Cafes: Whereas it is indiſputable, that 
te they muſt loſe conſiderably by Selling; 
© unleſs any one ſuppoſes Goldſmiths or Jewel- 
« lers to trade for no Profit. But, particularly, 
« as to Plate, every one knows, we lend, at 
« leaſt, Fcur Shillings per Ounce ; and, upon Ster- 
ce ling, Four Shillings and Six-pence per Ounce, 
ce be it old or new. Now, ſuppoſing I lend Four 
* Shillings and Six-pence per Ounce, and ſell 
it, after having been Two Years out of my 
« Money, for Five Shillings and Six-pence ; 
* (0 that 
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© that. is not above Twenty-two. and an half 


© per Cent. for Two Years; conſequently but 
Eleven and a Quarter per Cent. per Annum. 
« As to Jewels, the Value is precarious. It 
© may be ſaid, No doubt but you take care to 
« lend little enough upon all hazardous Goods. 
* To which Ireply ; If I happen to offer a Per- 
<« ſon leſs upon any Sort of Goods, than others 
of my Buſineſs will lend, I muſt neceſſarily 
© loſe my Cuſtomers; there being too many 
« of our Buſineſs for One-Perſon to lend juſt 
< as he pleaſes upon Goods; and it is impoſ- 


4e ſible, in Things whoſe Values are uncertain, - 


« for us to hold together; and it would be 


{© ſomewhat ſurpriſing, if, amongſt all our 


* Rogueries, we ſhould be ſo very honeſt to 


* one another, as not to undermine one an- 


« other; ſince this is daily practiſed by the fair 


Traders themſelves: And it is the ſame thing 


* for one of us to lend ſo much upon Goods, 
* as to leave no room for a living Profit when 
* he comes to ſell thoſe Goods, thereby to get 
* the more Buſineſs to himſelf; as for any 
« Shop-keeper to underfall the Market, in 
* order to gain Cuſtomers,” uk 
But what if it ſhould be capable of Proof, 
that, at this Time of Day, we think ourſelves 
well off, if, in Commodities of a periſhable 
Nature, we get our own principal Money 
. . ent, of Five or Ten per Cent. more than our 
Principal, after we have been out of our Mo- 
ney Two Years? I fear, others, as well as my- 


. * 
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ſelf, have frequently loft as much of our Prin- 
cipal by the Goods we have had to ell. | 
This ariſes from the Nature of periſhable 
Goods, Change of Faſhions; the Number -of 
Brokers, the Tricks and Frauds which the 
Pawn-broker is liable to, who cannot be ſup- 
pofed to be an Over-match for every Man in 
his reſpective Calling, therefore muſt be often 
' outwitted ; and the urgent Neceſſities of the 
Poor, who will go to Five or Six different 
Shops to borrow Six-pence extraordinary upon 
their Goods; nay, rather than diſoblige a Cu/- 
tomer, we muſt frequently lend more than we 
know the Goods would ſell for at a common 
Market, in hopes it may yet be worth their 
while to redeem them; ſo far are we from 
having no Meaſures to keep with thoſe we deal 
with. 3 EASTON > 
Whatever the World may think, it is a cer- 
tain Truth, that our Selling-bears a very ſmall 
Proportion to the Monies we lend in a Year : 
If any Pawn-broker lends Five or Six thouſand. 
Pounds per Aunum, his Buſinefs muſt be ill- 
managed, and his Pledges badly taken, if he 
ſells more than Five or Six hundred Pounds of 
Goods in a Year. „ 
This Aſſertion can indeed only be proved by 
our Books, which we are far from being afraid 
of producing upon a proper Occaſion. 
Again, If People are obliged to ſell their 
Goods, how can any Law provide againſt the 
Buyer's taking Advantage of the Seller's Neceſ- 
' ity? To prevent which, muſt ſuch Difficul- 
I tles 


« 


(5) 
ties and Embargoes be laid upon al Cemmerec, 
that no Man can proceed in bis Buſineſs? 
This reminds me of ſome ſurpriſing Clauſes 
in the Charitable Corporation Bill, for-re ulate- 
ing lending Money upon Pledges. - One Clauſe, 
for Inſtance; obliged every Broker to go, or 
. ſend, to every Perſon's Houſe, to give pro- 
per Notice of an intended Sale, though the 
Pledge was of never ſo ſmall Conſequence. 


Another Clauſe (if I am not miſtaken) obliged 


him to make public Sales by Cant or Auction, 

in which each individual Pledge was to be ſold 
and ſet down by itſelf, One would'think, (with 
, great Submiſſion) that the Wiſdom of our Su- 


7 ſhould have firſt enacted a Law to pro- 


ibit any Perſons removing their Habitations, 
that we might have known where to have 
found the Pledger, in order to our obeying this 
Law: It ſhould likewiſe have provided a Me- 
thod for our paying a Retinue of Servants or 
Porters, to go on theſe important Errands; not 


to mention the Charge of hiring a Room or 


Fall large enough for theſe public Sales, pay- 
ing the Auctioneer; and Clerks. of undoubted 
Fidelities and Abilities, to regiſter what every 
Pledge was fold for, they being of ſuch Con- 
fequence, that Four or Five hundred of them 
may ſell for Eighty or a Hundred Pounds: It 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, here would be 
Work enough for a pretty many. It like wiſe 
might not have been much amiſs, if We had 
been inſured Cuſtomers for what we had to 
ſell, ſince ſome of our Gods can only be 
FI 2 | vended 
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vended to Country-Dealers : How all this was 
to be done with the Allowance of Ten per 
Cent. per Ann. for all Charges, I confeſs my- 


ſelf quite at a Loſs; nay, can hardly think it 


practicable in its own Nature, if we had been 
allowed Cent. per Cent. for ſo doing. 


Objection 4. But, was this Buſineſs to be 
publicly allowed, it might prove a great Means 
of helping Bankrupts to Money, and fo be. detri- 
mental to Trade in general. | 


Anſw. While there are ſo many of every 
Buſineſs, who are ready to buy Bargains of 
. Perſons in bad Circumſtances, and who can 
afford to give much nearer the Value of Goods, 
than we can be ſuppoſed to lend upon them, 
as having an Opportunity of ſelling them at a 
better Market, coming into their Money again 
ſo much ſooner than we Propoſe: to do, run- 
ning little or no Hazard of Damage, Change of 
Faſhions, and the like; I ſay, while this is 
the Caſe, there is not much Danger from Pawn- 
brokers. Beſides, we are not over-forward of 
dealing with Shopkeepers, leſt we ſhould 
happen to be brought in as Creditors in a Sta- 
tute ; or if not, yet, in caſe 4 Perſon breaks, 
we may have a great deal of Trouble and Vex- 
ation, with little or no Profit. my” 

But, leſt any Apprehenſion ſhould ariſe from 
hence, it is an eaſy Matter to inſert a Clauſe in 
the hoped-for Regulation, to limit what Sum, 
at any one time, or at various times, to any 

One 
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one Perſon, a Pawn-broker ſhall be ſuffered to 


lend upon Piece-Goods ; and to this the Paun- 
brokers have no. Objection. W $5) 

I have not heard much Complaint upon this 
Head, from (our quondam very good Friends 
and Allies, in the common War with the Cha- 
ritable Corporation) the good Citizens of Lon- 
don. However, J raiſed this Objection to pre- 
vent their being under any Uneaſineſs, as to 
this Point; but have heard more Complaints 
upon another Head, which is the next Objec- 
tion. | 


4 


Objection 5. This Buſineſs is found to give 
Encouragement to various Mechanics, to pawn 
other Peoples Goods ; ſuch as Taylors, Mantua- 
makers, &c. and Fourneymen Workmen their 
Meafter's Goods, which they have to manufacture. 


- Anſw. This Objection has more Weight in 
it, and, perhaps, is better founded, than all the 
reſt put . But even here the Law has 
provided a Relief; for the Owner may ſue, and 
recover his Goods, without paying the Paun- 
broker the Money lent; and this upon the Evi- 
dence of the Party who pledged them: And, 
if the Pazn-broker knowingly encourages ſuch 
Pfactices, he deſerves to loſe his Money; but 
if, on the contrary, he has been impoſed on 
and abuſed, he has a Right to indic the Pledger 
for a Fraud; and if the Maſter- Employer will 
not ſcreen the Criminal, but heartily join with 
the Pawn-broker, to puniſh him to the utmoſt 
| Rigor 
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Rigor of the Laws; a few Examples made, 


will be a great Means of preventing theſe Com- 
plaints for the Time to come. The Pawn- 
brokers deſire no Alteration of the Laws (in 
this- reſpect): in their! Favour; but only Care 
fhould be taken againft Combinations betwixt 
Mlaſter and Man to rab the Pawn-broker, which 
0p. ſtrange or unuſual Thing. 

- Fwith ſome” of us, eſpecially young bin- 
ners, may not have afforded ſome Reaſons for 
ints: of this Nature: But, nevertheleſs, 
it is highly unreaſonable for a Man, who may 
have been hurt this Way, to make no Diſcri. 
mination, whether this may have happened 
through Ignorance or Deſign; and to condemn 
the — Buſineſs, for what may be only the 
Fault, or, perhaps, the Nlisforcune, of one 
Man. Yet how common is it to hear a Man 
loading every one of the Buſineſs with the 
fouleft Calumny and Reproach; wreaking his 
Revenge, upon all poſſible Occaſions, 2 * 
one that falls in his Way ! And, if you 
him but cool enough, to give you t 12 
or Reaſons of his vehement Diflike, perhaps 
he will tell you, That once he gave his Coat, 
or his Watch, to be mended, and they were 
ed, and he was forced to redeem them. 
If Mankind knew) but half the Arts ald 
Contrivances to impoſe upon Pawn-brokers, the 
eat Difficulty of diſtinguiſhing between the 

aſter-Employer and the Under - Workman in 
many Caſes; and that a Taylor, Journeyman 
0 maker, Mantua-mäker, or Laundreſs, 

| may 
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may have an Opportunity of impofing upon 
the Pawn-broker other Peoples Goods as their 
own," before his utmoſt Vigilance can prevent 
it; I fay, if Mankind conſidered: this, and 
were as backward to ſlander and reproach, as 
they are to praiſe and commend, much of the 
Clamour and Noiſe would chaſe. However I 
think, that if the Pawn-brokter lofes the Mo- 
ney lent, which I am certain he will do 
quietly, where there is no Appearance of a de- 
ſigned Fraud and Combination; and (as L ſaid 

5 before) the Maſter or Employer would never 
ſcreen the original Cauſe of the Miſchief; a 
few Examples made will ſilence any n 
Complaints for the future. 4K. 

It would likewiſe be a great Means 05 pre- | 
venting this Miſchief, if Maſter-Employers and 
others would always pay poor Manufacturers, 
Mantua-makers, Taylors, and Waſher-women, 
as ſoon as their Work is done. I durſt to ſay; 
if any Pawn-brokers have ventured knowingly 
to deal with theſe Sort of People, they have 
been prevailed upon to do ſo by a Plea of this 
Nature, either true or falſe. : - - 

But if any Perſog is fo. violently en 
on this Account, that nothing will ſatisfy him 
but the total Extirpation of the Pawn-brokers, 
Root and Branch; let him confider, that he 
has his Remedy againſt the. Pawn-broker at 
Law; whereas, if there was no ſuch Buſineſs, 
the Under- orktnan, Se. will be under a vio- 
lent Temptation; upon preſſing Neceſſity, to 
ſel} his Goods outright; and if the Buyer hap- 


pens 


| 1 

ns to keep an open Shop in the City of Lon- 
To, or of other | . be wilt find 
himſelf obliged to pay fon his Goods before he 
can recover them, if it be true (as I am in- 
formed) that Goods (not being ſtolen) fold at 
an Overt-market, are irrecoverable, 

This intereſting Conſideration may, per- 
haps, a little cool and moderate the Heat and 
Flame of thoſe, who are charitably diſpoſed to 
ſet another Mars * Houſe on Fire, 2 the Sets 


of roaſting their 007, £885. 


Objection 6. But this Buſine 70 3 85 an 3 
Pe to idle and diſorderly Perſons, who 
bereby having a ready Supply, will not care for 
07 R1 . while oy have 2 thi ng le ye. to pawn. 


| Aafw. This Obj ection was U very 
gravely urged againſt us, by the then Managers 
of the Chas table . which fell much 
heavier upon themſelves; for they propoſed to 
ſupply all neceſſitous Poor with Sums as lgw as 
One Shilling, Two-thirds cheaper than we 
commonly do ; and, «conſequently, gave juſt 
Three times the Encouragement to idle Perſons 
to pledge their Goods that we do: And, if 
another Corporation was to riſe up, which 
took no more than Fiye per Cent. it would give 
Six tunes the Encouragement we do to ſuch 
Practices. 5 
But this Objection will have little Weight, if 
it be nnn, that the Flouriſhing of all 
Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs depends upon quick Returns when 


rade is britk, and every one in Action, fre- 
quent Occaſions for Money will ariſe; and the 
Borrower will foon be in a Capacity to repay 
the Money lent, and will pay for the Loan of 
it without Grumbling or Abatements : Whereas, 
when little or no Trade is ſtirring, juſt the Re- 
verſe of all this will be the Trike? of the Caſe ; 
which, by the way, corrects a very 7 8 and 
2 Error, vi. That Our Buſineſs is beſt, 
© when Others are upon the Decline.” 
Whatever Encouragement therefore our Bu- 
ſineſs may afford to idle and diſorderly Perſons, 
J am ſure they will afford no Encouragement 
to the Buſineſs; for it they ſhould have any 
thing of their own, "(which is much to be 
queſtioned) that was of Value ſufficient, if 
they pledge it, it is once for all, and we may 
never ſee. their Faces again till after Two or 
Three Years time, when they are pretty ſecure 
they are ſold ;. who (if they do nothing worſe) 
will do us the Favour of coming to ſcold and 
brawl, in order to get a ſmall Matter out of us 
25 0 diſpoſed of their Goods; tho” it is 
Mble, if not highly probable, we may 
bow ca Money by ſo doing. 
Again, I ſuppoſe we are no more accounta- 
ble for the Abuſe that may be made of our 
Buſineſs than other Men. Muſt not a Vintner 
be allowed to ſell Wine, becauſe People may 
inake themſelves drunk with it? Or muſt not 
an honeſt and ſkilful Surgeon be ſuffered, leſt 
he ſhould indireQly prove an Encourigement 
1 | 240 
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to the committing of Whoredom ? If this Way 
of Reaſoning holds good, I fear it may be 
thought neceſſary to put a Stop to all Trade 
and Commerce, leſt it ſhould corrupt that na- 
tive Simplicity and Integrity, ſo conſpicuous, 
for the moſt part, in Places where the leaſt 
Traffick is carried on. In ſhort, if any Profeſ- 
ſion is to be charged with the Abuſes that have 
been made of it, either by ſome of themſelves 
or others, the moſt Sage, Honourable, and 
Reverend, will not eſcape ſevere Cenſure. 


Objection 7. But almoſt every Man ſays, 
That Pawn-brokers are a ſad and pernicious 
Set of Men: And what almoſt every body ſays, 
muſt be true. | 


Anſwer. There was once a Time when 
Chri/tians themſelves were every-where ſpoken 
againſt: And why? But becauſe Chriſtianity 
never had been examin'd with Attention and 
Impartiality. I intend no profane Compariſon, 
when I ſay the Buſineſs I have been endeayour- 
ing to vindicate 1s indebted to the very ſame 
Caufes, for its being generally and vulgarly 
diſliked ; and it will be no difficult Matter to 
account for the Obloquy and Reproach caſt 
upon it, if we only conſider, that Mankind, 
| thro' a ſtrange Petulancy of Temper, are for- 
ward enough to condemn what they don't 
underſtand : That it is the Intereſt of wicked 
and deſigning Perſons to blacken and defame 
us, in order, with the more Eaſe, to make a 
| : Prey 
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Prey of us: That others, to prevent the leaſt 
Suſpicion of their having any Dealings with us, 
rave and exclaim, whilit thoſe who know and 
conſider Things, do not chooſe to defend or 
vindicate us, for fear of incurring the like Su- 
ſpicion. 

Others, not conſidering the unavoidable 
Charge of negotiating Buſineſs, ignorant of our 
Loſſes, and periſhing dead Stocks, which we are 
obliged to keep, and comparing our Profits 
with the legal Intereſt of Money, give a great 
Looſe to their raſh and inconſiderate Reſent- 
ments: Others are greatly angry and diſpleaſed 
with us, becauſe ſometimes our Intereſts and 
theirs happen to claſh and interfere; and every 
one knows, that Self-Intereſt is of a very in- 
flaming Nature, and a great Provocative to 
Zeal: And if it falls out, that a Man of this 
happy Temper and Complexion of Mind, hap- 
pens to be upon a Jury, it is Ten to One but 
the reſt of the Pannel are kindled up to a Flame 
by the Zeal of this one Man; and ſhall not 
unfrequently bring in a Verdict againſt the 
Pawn-broker, in Oppoſition to the Directions 
of the Court, to the Law of the Land, and the 
Oath they have taken; and juſtify themſelves 
in ſo doing, to all their Acquaintances, by 
« aſſuring them, That the Pawn-brekers are a 
« Pack of Rogues and Villains; and it is no 
great Matter what becomes of them.“ 

Add hereto ; that Pawn-brokers arc but Men, 
and ſubjected to the common Infirmities of 
human Nature, Miſtakes, Overſights, and In- 
I 2 diſcretions, 
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diſcretions, for which no Allowances are ever 
made or thought of. But if any one Pawn- 
broker, or even his Servant, happens to make 
the leaſt Trip, it is immediately conſtrued 
Roguery and Deſign; and not only the Party 
concerned, but every Man who is ſo unhappy 


as to follow the Buſineſs, is involved in the ſame 
Condemnation ! 


Objection 8. Private Men ought to conform 70 
the 2 of their Country : And for ſuch to live 
and ad in Defiance of ſuch Laws, is great Pre- 
ſumption and Inſolence, and conſequently im- 


moral. 


Anſwer, There is a wide Difference between 
violating the Letter, and violating the Spirit, 
and ultimate Deſign, of a Law. 

There are Two Laws, which the Paten- 
2 at firſt ght, may appear to defy and 


The Firſt (if that may be called the Law of 
the Country, which is only the traditional and 
repeated Opinion of Sages learned in the Law) 
is this; viz. © That it is not lawful for a 
“ Pawnee ever to ſell and appropriate to his 
& own Benefit, the Pledge or Depoſit, notevith- 

e ſtanding the moſt fair and open proviſional 
1 Contract had paſs'd between the Pawnor and 
<« the Pawnee, 70 ſettle the Time of Redemption 
tt on Forfeiture of the Pledge.” 

Which Maxim or Adage, it is humbly con- 
ceiv d, is founded upon this Conſideration; 

Leſt 
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*© Leſt the Pawnee ſhould take Advantage of 
the Neceſſity or Ignorance of the Paunor, 
** and ſo over- reach and oppreſs him.“ 

Now, if common Law is founded upon com- 
mon Senſe, I ſhall leave it to the common Senſe 
of my Reader to determine ; 

1. Whether the Amount of this Maxim is 

not this; . Leſt A ſhould oppreſs and plunder 
B, it ſhall be in the Power of B to oppreſs and 
plunder A? 
2. Whether this Maxim is not built upon 
taking a Point for certain and granted, which 
is diſputable ad infinitum; viz. © That the 
% Pawnor (for the moſt part) hath leſs Mit, 
« and more Honeſty, than the Pawnee ? 

To the Firſt Query it may be replied, *© That 
«© the Pawnee has his Action for the Debt 
“ againſt the Paunor. True; but ſuppoſe the 
Pawnor is not to be found, or is ſo poor as not to 
be able to redeem the Pledge, and ſo perverſe as to 
refuſe Conſent to the Sale of the Pledge, unleſs 
compell'd by Law; the Coſts and Charges where- 
of, the Pledge nor the Pledger are able ta defray ; 
or, if the Sum borrow'd, will not hold the Bo- 
rower to Bail, what becomes of the Pledgee? Or, 
what is he the better for having a collateral 
(eſpecially a periſhable) Security in his Hands? 
Which Queſtion muſt likewiſe be left to the 
common Senſe of my Reader. Once more, and 
I have done putting of Queſtions. 

Things ſtanding thus, v2. If A, the Pawnee, 
ventures to ſell or diſpoſe of the Pawn or De- 
poſit, B, the Paunor, has an Opportunity of 
— . ; | ſuing 
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ſuing A in Trover; and if A, the Pawnee, 
wants his Money, or is doubtful or diſſatisfied 
with the Pawn or collateral Security, he may 
bring his Action for the Debt. It is, therefore, 
a Point which the Reader's common Senſe muſt 
determine, Whether this Maxim of common 
Law is not a natural and apt Foundation for 
expenſive and vexatious Law-ſuits? 

For my part, I ſhall not preſume to oppoſe 
my common Senſe to the common _ of thoſe 
Gentlemen who are duly and publicly autho- 
riz d Interpreters of the Law, becauſe they may 
be able to aſſign wiſe and ſubſtantial Reaſons 
tor their Opinions, which never have occurr'd 
to me: And whom (notwithſtanding the Miſ- 
takes or Miſcarriages of ſome Individuals) I 
look upon to be the Guardians and Repoſitaries 
of the Laws and Conſtitution of this Realm ; 
and conſequently, of all that is dear and ſacred 
to an Engliſhman. 

Taking therefore this Maxim as we find it, 
I ſhall only endeavour to ſhew, that a Pawn- 
broker (if he is an honeſt Man) may violate the 
Leiter, without doing any Injury to the Spirit 
and De/ign, of this Law. 7 

For Inſtance; if a Pawn-broker keeps a 
Pledge ſo long, as it will bear to be kept with- 
out periſhing ; or, if not periſhable, till ſuch 
Pledge will only pay him a reaſonable and mo- 
derate Profit, and leſs than other Tradeſmen 
expect for laying out their Money ; and never 
deſires or attempts to defraud a Perſon of his 
Pledge, becauſe it happens to be left for a 2 
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Conſideration, in a ſhort time after its being 
ſo pawned; but, on the contrary, keeps ſuch 
Pawn Year after Year, in Conſideration of its 
Value, and in Expectation of its being redeemed ; 
and ſhould the fame Perſon find in his Ware- 
houſe a periſhable Pledge, which has lain ſo 
long as to be in manifeſt Danger of becoming 
of no Value, either to the Paunor or the 
Pawnee ; and by Sale whereof, if he don't loſe 
of his Principal; thinks himſelf tolerably well 
off, if he can make Five or Ten per Cent. above 
the Principal, ſhould venture to ſell it after he 
had kept it Two Years or more ; I fay, how- 
ever ſuch Man may tranſgreſs the Letter, he 
cannot, by fair Conſtruction, be ſaid to /irz 
againſt the true Itent, Meaning, and Spirit 
of this Law. 

And that ſuch a Conduct is no Impoſſibility 
in Nature, nay, that it may have taken Place 
in Fact, will beſt appear by our Books; and 
may likewiſe be credible, from what has been 
already faid in Anſwer to Objection III., and by 
this further Conſideration ; viz. © That Com- 
<< plaints have not been exhibited in the Courts 
<* againſt the Pawn-brokers for taking valuable 
« Pawns, and converting them, in Three, Six, 
c or Twelve Months Time, to their own Be- 
e nefit; but the Suits commenced againſt them 
be are generally, for their having ſold a Pledge, 
« tho never demanded in Three, Four, or 
Five Years after it was left.” | 

I proceed to conſider the Statute-Lanw, which 
tho Pawn-broker is fappofed to live and act in 

Defiance 


” 
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Defiance to; which is the Statute againſt U/ury 
and Extortion. 

And here the very ſame Excuſe may be „ 
leged and ſupported: For, if any Man thinks 
the Pawn-broker's Money, and the legal Value 
thereof, the only thing to be conſidered, he 
muſt be wilfully Sina, or naturally foort-ſighted. 
For, to judge fairly and reaſonably, his Time, 
Labour, Servitude as an Apprentice, and the 
Expence of Servants, Warehouſe-room, &c. 
muſt be taken into the Account : And, 
when reaſonable Allowances are made for theſe, 
he will be found no more an Uſurer or Extor- 
tioner, than he that lends his Money at Five fa 
Cent. and has no more Charge or Trouble, 
to receive the Produce as it becomes due or 
than he that makes the moſt moderate Profit 
by buying and ſelling Goods in his Shop. 

A Farmer is allowed to make Three Rents 
of his Land: And why? Becauſe one Third 
goes to the Landlord for Rent; another Third 
goes for the Charges of Cultivation ; and the 
remaining Third for the Support of himſelf and 
Family ; and, as a Reward for his Skill and 
daily Labour, to fertilize and improve every 
Foot of Land. 

The Caſe of the Pawn-broker is exactly pa- 
rallel. The Intereſt his Money would produce 
out of Trade, or which he muſt pay for Mo- 
ney, if he borrows it, is one Third; the Charge 
of negotiating Buſineſs is another Third; and 
the remaining Third is for the Support of him- 
ſelf an Sin, as a Reward for his a 
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his Buſineſs, (which either is, or ought to be 
very com hrehenſiye) and his daily Labour and 
Care in laying gut, and receiving in, Sl illing 
by Shilling, or Pound by Pound, his capita 
Stock: By which means Multitudes of People 
ars relieved in their Diſtreſs and Emergencies: 
And the honeſt Pawn-broker is, perhaps, as 
uſeful and neceſſary a Perſon in his Place and 
Station, and may as much deſerve the Counte- 
nance and Protection of the Public, as any other 
private Man. 

But, if any Man thinks the Statute againſt 
Uſury and Extortion of ſuch vaſt Conſequence 
to ho Safety and Happineſs of the Com- 
munity, that he cannot forgive the leaſt Vio- 
lation of a Tittle, Jot, or Letter therein contained, 
he would do well to conſult the great Mr. 
Lockes Diſcourſe, intituled, < Confiderations 
Y the Lowering of Intereſt, and Raifing the Va- 

of Money; and afterwards to read Sec. 
7th, Prop. 4th and gth, of * The Religion of 
Nature deli DES of 

It is humbly apprehended, that, if it can be 
made appear, that this Buſineſs is of indiſpenſi- 
ble Neceſſity to the Public, and may (under 
proper Regulation) be rendered of great Ser- 
vice to the Community; and that our Country 
cannot be ſuppoſed to require Inipoſſibilities at 
our Hands; we are 7acitly excepted from-the 
literal Rigour of this Law, becauſe our Caſe j B> . 
in its own Nature, exceptionable.; and, we 
doubt not, will appear ſo to be, if coolly and 
impartially conſidered, Now, if ſo, it requires 


10G” K ; nothing 
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nothing but a Signification of the explicit and 


open. Conſent of our Country to | ſuch Ex- 
ception, to juſtify us in what we dc: But, 
ſurely, no Conſent. of our Country can juſtify 


an Immorality; nor can any Determinations 


thereof alter the Ratio's and Habitudes of 


Things. It may therefore be preſumed, that 


our Country wants only to be duly and tho- 
roughly informed of the true State of cur Caſe ; 
which when done, we may hope, from its 
Juſtice and Clemency, to be treated like Men 
and Engliſhmen. And as, by a Bill depending, 
our Country has given us a a plain Intimation 


of its being at Leiſure to mtend and examine 


us and our Affairs, it cannot be deemed in- 


truding or officious, to offer ourſelves, and our 


Affairs, to its Serutiny : Which if our Country 
condeſcends to make, we hunibly hope to vin- 
dicate ourſelves in ſuch a manner, as to remove 
its preſent ſeeming Diflike; to awaken its At- 
tention and Indignation againſt our Calum- 
niators and Oppreſſors; and to convince the 
World, that the honeſt Part of us have done 
nothing unworthy of Men, Engliſhmen, ot 
Chriſtians. e ne 


CONCLUSION. 


Having thus exhibited to the View and Judg- 


ment of the Public the Reaſons and Grounds, 


upon which my own private Judgment has de- 
termined in Favour of the Bufineſs or Prefeſ 
fon, 1 ſhall, with great Serenity and Com- 


* , 
Fs 
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poſure, ſubmit my private Opinions to its Diſ- 
cuſſion; and the more ſo, as my Country, 
above all the Nations of Europe, is juſtly re- 
nowned for free and impartial Inquiry; and 
has, in ſo great and glorious a Manner, broken 
in Pieces the Shackles of Ignorance, Super- 
ſtition, and Bigotry. | | | 
It is agreed on all hands, That a Buſmeſs of 
this Nature, in ſome Shape or other, is of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity: And it has been demonſtrated, . 


that private Men cannot perform it upon lower 


Terms than thoſe propoſed : And, fot the Pub- 
lic to permit and faffer any Part of the Com- 
munity to be defrauded and haraſſed, defamed, 
oppreſſed and plundered, for not being Infallible, 
or for not doing Impeſſibilities, is the greateſt 
Reflection upon its Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

Should it be ſaid, That we are too officious, 
and have obtruded ourſelves upon the Public; 
it may be replied, That all Trades, Myſteries, 
and Crafts, have firſt exiſted, before they could 
pothbly be taken notice of, and eſtabliſhed and, 
in this reſpect, are as much to be charged with 
Intruſion as we. But our Country has, many 
Years ago, taken ſome notice af us; and ſeemed, 
at that time, chiefly intent upon affixing a true 
and proper Name upon us, and regulating ſome 
imaginary Abuſes ; but has never yet ſignified 
its Pleaſure, that all Buſineſs of this kind ſhould 
totally ceaſe : And what it doth not. prohibit,” 
it Zacitly permits; provided the Thing done is 

not, in its own Nature, immoral. FE: 
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than Bodies Corporate, or their Repreſentatives. 
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And the ſame Demonſtration, which proves 
that private Men cannot perform this Baſmneſs - 
under the Terms propoſed,” will prove, with 
increaſed Force, That no Bodies Corporate, 'or 
Monopolies, can do what they may charitably 
pretend to; viz, Supply the Poor with ſmall 
Sums, upon Pledges ſo low as One Shilling, 


after the Rate of Ten per Cent. per Annum. . 


For, if the private Pawn-broter (trading upon 
his own Stock) cannot do it, whoſe perſonal 
Care and Skill are employ'd in his Bufinefs ; 
why ſhould it be thought paſſible for any Body 
Corporate to ſucceed better; ſince ſuch Body 
Corporate muſt pay Eighty, Ninety, or an Hun- 
dred Pounds per Annum Intereſt for the Sum of 
Two thouſand Pounds, and muſt intirely truſt 
to the Fidelity and Skill of Hirelings and Ser- 
vants? And, if they would anſwer the ſpecious 


Ends propoſed, muſt have Warehouſes in all 


Parts of the Town ; but cannot do theſe Things 
at a cheaper Rate than the private Paten- broker. 
It will therefore always be found, That, under 
Colour of ſupplying the Poor with ſmall Sams, 
a moſt pernicious and dangerous Monopoly will 
be erected, which will prove deſtruQtive and 
ruinous to the Nation. | 

But nothing of this kind is to be apprehended 
from the private Pawn-breker ; who is always 
under the Inſpection of the Magiſtrates and 
Courts of Law and Juſtice ; and, ſhould he at- 
tempt to defraud or oppreſs his Fellow - Subject, 
is much more eaſily to be detected and puniſnhid, 


Add 
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Add to this, That the Paun-broters, when 
numerous and divided, will always have Claſh- 
ings and Interferings of perſonal Judgments and” 
Intereſts ; which will effectually prevent any 
Combinations againſt the common Good, 

Further, The Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Body 
Corporate would be a manifeſt Invaſion of the 
Rights of the Pawn-broker ; who, at leaſt, can 
plead prime Occupance, an id the P reſeripti on 
of near Two Centuries in his own Behalf ; not 
to mention, his having born the Heat and Bur- 
then of the Day; his Servitude as an Appren- 

. tice and Fourneyman ; having, perhaps, a long 
and high-rented Leaſe upon his Hands, and a 
numerous and dependent Family : Upon all 
which Accounts he has the beſt Right of offer- 
ing his Service to his Count 

Some late Advertiſements, and private Whiſ- 
pers, make me ſuſpect, that ſomething of a 

Corporation-kind is in Embryo; and not being 
able otherwiſe to account for the preſent ſudden 
Alarm, of Pawn-brokers being the Receivers 
of ſtolen Goods: For, tho' moſt frequent and 

audacious Street-Robberies have been commit- 
ted of late; yet (upon the beſt Inquiry I have 
been able to make) I do not find che Pan- 
brokers, either accidentally or voluntarily, to 
have been materially concerned in receiving the 
Goods ſtolen : Which, one would think, ſhould - 
have opened the Eyes of Mankind, and have 
put them ,upon inquiring after ſome other Re- 
fource and Harbour for Thieves and ſtolen 
Goods, than the private Paten- broker. 


But, 
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But, if any Corporation - Schematiſt has 
thought to have taken the Pawn-brokers nap- 
ping, and fo deſtroy them with a ſudden 
Stroke before they could call in the Aſſiſtance 
of their natural Allies; I will venture to tell 
him, That the Pawn-brokers never fleep ; for 
the World takes ſufficient Care, by a thorough 
Application of Pznchings and Tweakings, to 
keep them from nodding, and forgetting them- 
ſelves. Our Enemies may ſleep till they ſnore 
again ; ay, and in their Sleep may dream 


Of Anthropophagi, and Men whoſe Heads © 
Do grow beneath their Shoulders ! W 


But it highly becomes us to keep awake, 
eſpecially at this Time ; and, in our Turn, to 
requite the Favours we have ſo long and fre- 
quently received; and humbly . preſent to the 
World an Anti-Narcotic, which may be ſafely 
taken at any Time, or in any Place; but pro- 
miſes ſovereign Effects, at the Bar, the Bench, 
nar, anc mm * 99 0-900. 

In a Word: We would humbly addreſs 
ourſelves to thoſe, who have it in their Power 
to protect or ſuppreſs us; deſiring to come to 
the Light, that our Deeds may be reproved, if 
they deſerve it, or our Innocence made to ap- 
pear; being chearfully diſpoſed to do any 
thing in our Power, to give Light into our 
Buſineſs or Practices, to thoſe who have a 
Right to make ſuch Inquiry. We deſire no- 
thing more than a cool, conſiderate, and im- 
partial Examination: It is hoped, that none of 
| , us 
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us fear the moſt ſtrict one that can be made; 
however, I know one that does not. 
If it ſhould, upon ſuch Inquiry, be found, , 
that we are the Men our Enemies ſuggeſt, 
it is high time ſuch Vipers were intirely cruſhed; 
but, if not, it is as fimely and reaſonable that 
the Innocent ſhould be vindicated and pro- 
tected, who have long groaned under en 


Calumny and Oppreſſion. 


—_— 
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EST the good Citizens of London ſhould 

take Umbrage at our ſtiling them our 
Friends and Allies, and ſhould ſuperciliouſly 
reject Alliance and Amity with us, or ſhould 


be too haſtily induced to join in the . 


it may not be amiſs to ff to the 
following Hints: 


1. That ſhould the private Pawn-broker be 
„ d, the infallible Conſequence will be 
aritable Corporation, or Petty-Bank, which, 
like all other Monopolies, will begin with the 
moſt laudable Pretences, but will infallibly riſe 
by Degrees to the moſt enormous Height, and 
ſwallow up the Trade of the Nation; or (as 
heretofore) become a mighty Bubble to draw 
in certain Perſons charitably diſpoſed to relieve 
the Poor, and, at the ſame time, get more 
Intereſt for their Money than any. other Fund 
will give. 


Now, 


, 
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Noz the private Fend may be 
eſteem d a kind of Advanc d- guard, or Out- 
work, which muſt be firſt demoliſh d, before 


_ common Enemy can make his Approaches, | 


2. The private. 3 do cau le, per⸗ 
haps, a Million of Money to circulate in the 
5 of Trade; which, otherwiſe, would 
be locked up in the public Funds; or, What 
may be much worſe, fall into the Hands of a 
Gbarii — ado *Lo a8 

Whether ſmall Credit boars.” at this Time of 
the Day, the moſt agreeable Af pect? Whether 
the ready Money, Trade is fo very confiderable, 


as to bear the Lo Pp ping-off ſo conſiderable "*g 65 
er 8 


Branch? or, Whe ere is too much ready 
Money circulating in Trade at this Time? muſt 
be left to yore: Sate. 912 | ; 


| Whether, if the private . 
who is a Sort of Mountaineer, and, at preſent, 
poſſeſs d of an important Paſs, (tho ſituated 
on a bleak, barren, and ingrateful Soil) ſhould 
be driven from thence, he may not retreat to 
the more warm and fertile Plain, where there 
is alteady Complaint for want of Elbow- room? 
And as he has, by thin Diet, and frequent In- 
curſions upon — been inur'd to Hardſhip 
and Fatigue, (whereby he may have acquir'd a 
robuſt and athletic Conſtitution) may not prove 


à troubleſome | > hes and ard theif lang 
and happy. Repoſe? : | 25 bp 
i 2 
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4. If the private FROM ſhould be ſo 
regulated as to be oblig d to quit their Poſts 
of a ſudden, one or other of theſe muſt be the 
Conſequence; Either the Common Enemy, if 
prepared, will immediately get into Poſſeſſion; 
or, for want of ſuch Supplement, the ſuddenly 
diftreſs'd and ungovernable Multitude may poſ- 
fibly take it into their Heads to be their own 


the moſt nice, juſt, and accurate Diſtinction 
as to Perſon, or Property ; the Con ſequences 
may be as fatal one way as the other. 


Theſe Hints may be inlarged in their own 
5 Meditations: A Word to the Wiſe i 8 Enough 


„ 
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Carvers: And, as 7 hey are not given to make. 
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